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Trauma team activations are vital to ensure a coordinated and capable response to injured patients presenting to a trauma center’s emergency 
department. They are also costly. In order to ensure sustainability of dedicated trauma care, a hospital must ensure that it places a similar 
commitment on efficient billing for the services provided as it does to ensure clinical excellence. Using data from two separate sources, the 
Hospital Discharge Database (HDD) and the Arizona State Trauma Registry (ASTR), we have developed the following tool to describe how the 
designated trauma centers are performing related to trauma billing efficiency. 

 

Arizona Baseline Trauma Billing Efficiency Score: Level I Trauma Centers– 86% Level IV Trauma Centers – 39% 

 
How to read this tool: 

1. Total Patients in ASTR: The number of patients reported to ASTR by a facility. 
2. ASTR - Trauma Team Activation and Arrived by Ambulance: The number of ASTR records in which the data elements “Trauma Team 

Activated” and “Arrived by Ambulance” are both selected. 
3. HDD # 068X Selected: the number of HDD records in which the data element “068X” is selected. 
4. Trauma Billing Efficiency Score HDD # 068X Selected/ ASTR - Trauma Team Activation: The higher the value, the greater the trauma billing 

efficiency. 
 

Table 1: ASTR and HDD Trauma Billing Efficiency Score 

 

Total Patients in 
ASTR 

ASTR - Trauma Team 
Activation and Arrived by 

Ambulance 

HDD # 068X 
Selected 

Trauma Billing Efficiency Score 
 

HDD # 068X Selected 
/ 

ASTR - Trauma Team Activation 

N N % N % (Min, Max)) 

Total Level IV 3,402 1,106 33% 432 39% (0%, 122%) 

Total Level I 23,609 18,104 77% 15,579 86% (77%, 114%) 

 

Table 2: HDD 2011Median trauma team activation charges as per 068X 

Total 068X code charges N 25th percentile Median 75th percentile Min Max 

Level IV 432 $2,180 $2,773 $3,020 $763 $8,517 

Level I 15,579 $4,113 $5,127 $7,975 $882 $44,945 

 


