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U. Kumar Kakarla, MD
Neurosurgeon
Adult and Pediatric Spinal 
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Christina Kwasnica, MD
Medical Director Neurorehabilitation
Barrow Neurological Institute
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Medical Director of Trauma Services
Program Director, 
General Surgery Residency
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Medical Director, Trauma Services
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Tami Berrelez
Coordinator III, Trauma Services

Program Information

This program is designed to improve 
the knowledge, performance and 
competence of those engaged in the 
day-to-day care of the critically ill 
and injured patient. Included will be 
discussions on current evidenced-
based guidelines and technology 
for the evaluation, diagnosis and 
management of the critically injured.

Objectives:
1.	 Apply up-to-date techniques for care 
and management of burn patients.
2.	 Improve outcomes of trauma patients 
in a rural setting by implementing 
appropriate management and transfer 
protocols and procedures.
3.	 Reduce the risk of over sedation 
and respiratory depression in alcohol-
withdrawal by implementing the 
Alcohol Withdrawal Protocol.
4.	 Evaluate the appropriate use of 
new and innovative technology for 
the spinal cord injury patients in the 
rehabilitation phase.

5.	 Discuss care issues related to 
particular trauma populations such 
as the elderly, the obese, illicit drug 
abusers, and those that participate in 
gang activity.

Educational Methods
Didactic lectures, panel discussions, 
audiovisual aids, course syllabus, 
questions and answers.

Target Audience
The course is primarily designed for 
physicians and nurses. In addition, 
surgeons, emergency physicians, 
anesthesiologists, surgical residents, 
nurse practitioners and physician 
assistants will benefit from this course. 
EMS personnel are welcomed to attend.

Continuing Medical Education
Joseph’s Hospital and Medical Center is 
accredited by the Accreditation Council 
for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME) to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians. 

St. Joseph’s Hospital and Medical 
Center designates this live activity for a 
maximum of 14.5 AMA PRA Category 1 
CreditsTM. Physicians should claim only 
the credit commensurate with the extent 
of their participation in the activity.

Nursing Continuing Education 
Contact Hours
Dignity Health Arizona Region is an 
approved provider of continuing nursing 
education by the Western Multi-State 
Division, an accredited approver 
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
Commission on Accreditation.



Day One
Thursday, February 11th, 2016

07:00 – 08:00		  Registration/ Continental Breakfast

08:00 – 08:15		  Welcome						    
			   Scott Petersen, MD

08:15 – 09:00          	 Traumatic Cervical Spine Injuries	 			 
			   Kumar Kakarla, MD	

09:00 – 09:45         	 Upper Extremity Trauma Management			 
			   Timothy Schaub, MD 

09:45 – 10:30		  Small Bowel Obstruction: Is the OR the only answer?		
			   Ann Leland, DNP
								      
10:30 – 10:50		  Break

10:50 – 11:35		  The Aging Physician					   
			   Scott Petersen, MD
									       
11:35 – 12:15		  Gangs 101						    
			   Sgt. Michael Carleton
									       
12:15 – 13:15		  Lunch			 
									       
13:15 – 14:00		  Initial Management of Burns				  
			   David Greenhalgh, MD					   
						    
14:00 – 14:45       		  Use of Exoskeleton Therapy in Rehabilitation of 		
			   Spinal Cord Injury					   
			   Christina Kwasnica, MD 

14:45 – 15:05		  Break

15:05 – 15:50		  Control of Extremity Hemorrhage				  
			   Carlos Brown, MD

15:50 – 16:35		  Use of Image Transfer from a Rural ED			 
			   Philip Johnson, MD

16:35 – 17:20		  Panel Discussion (Case Review)				  
			   GSW to the Aorta and Vena Cava
			   Scott Petersen, MD, Moderator

17:20 – 17:30		  Q&A
			   Scott Petersen, MD
                                              



Day Two
Friday, February 12th, 2016

07:00 – 07:30		  Registration/ Continental Breakfast

07:30 – 07:45		  Welcome	 					   
			   Scott Petersen, MD

07:45 – 08:30		  Burn Wound Care with Emphasis on Functional  
			   & Cosmetic Outcomes					   
			   David Greenhalgh, MD

08:30 – 09:15	  	 PTSD and Somatic Depression Following Trauma		
			   Thomas Gillespie, MD				  
	
09:15 – 10:00		  Geriatric Trauma	 				  
			   Carlos Brown, MD

10:00 – 10:20		  Break							     
						    
10:20 – 11:10		  Trauma in the Bariatric Patient				  
			   Christine Lovato, MD 
					   
11:10 – 12:00		  Rural Agricultural Trauma	 			 
			   Ann Leland, DNP      
							     
12:00 – 13:00		  Lunch

13:00 – 13:45      		  What’s Before Level I: Cases in Prehospital  
			   & Transfer Trauma Care	 	  			 
			   Jordan Jacobs, MD	
	
13:45 – 14:30     		  Is Today a Good Day to Die?				  
			   Yvonne Ferguson, PA-C
			 
14:30 – 14:45		  Break

14:45 – 15:30       		  Entering the Twilight Zone: Care of the Alcohol  
			   Withdrawal Patient					   
			   Tracy Thomas, RN, CNS 

15:30 – 16:15     		  What’s the Buzz on Street Drugs				  
			   Michael Christopher, MD         
		
16:15 – 16:20       		  Q&A and Closing Remarks	 			 
			   Scott Petersen, MD



Dress for the symposium is business casual.

For additional information, please contact Tami Berrelez at 602.406.3157 or  
tami.berrelez@dignityhealth.org.

Attendance to this educational program is limited to paid participants only. 
Accordingly, attendance by guests or spouses is not appropriate. The registration 
fee includes a continental breakfast and lunch (for paid participants only).

Refund Policy 

Refunds are available, less a $75 processing fee, up to two weeks prior to the 
symposium. Cancellations will not be accepted by telephone. Upon receipt of 
your letter of cancellation, you will receive immediate confirmation including the 
amount of refund to be mailed to you. No refunds will be issued after  
January 20, 2016. 

For information regarding transportation to and from the airport,  
visit skyharbor.com.



Conference Registration Form
2016 February in Phoenix Trauma Symposium
February 11-12, 2016

Tuition

MD/DO/PhD	 $375

Dignity Health Physicians $275

Nurse/Therapist/Social Work/NP/PA/Allied Health $200

Resident/EMT/Paramedic/Other $90

For payment by check:
Please fill in the information requested below: (Please Print)

Name (First/Middle/Last)                                                                                                                  

Email                                                                                                                                            

❑ MD     ❑ DO     ❑ RN     ❑ PA     ❑ NP     ❑ PT     ❑ RT      ❑ OT    

❑ Paramedic/EMT     ❑ Medical Student    ❑ Other                                                                      

Employer                                                                                             

Address                                                             City                               

State                                                             Zip                                  

Business Phone                                  Fax                                                              

If paying by check, mail this entire page along with payment to:

Dignity Health St. Joseph’s Hospital Level I Trauma Center
Tami Berrelez, Coordinator III
350 W. Thomas Rd.  |  Phoenix, AZ 85013

Please make checks payable to:  
St. Joseph’s Hospital / Level I Trauma Center

For registration and payment by credit card, please call 
ResourceLink Information and Referrals  1.877.602.4111.
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