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Project Title:               STD Prevention and Control 
 
Project Area:              Gila County Health Department 
 
Project Description: STD Testing 
 
Partners:                      Public Health Department 
 
Accomplishments:    Just recently started working with a company 

called CDD.  This company was founded in 
1990 and is located in San Antonio, Texas.  
CDD performs 3 million tests per year and has 
the same day result (once specimen received) of 
over 99%.  CDD provides the computer 
software, staff training, label printer and testing 
supplies.  The testing prices are very affordable 
and the quality of work is excellent.  

 
Challenges:                Meeting the goal (# tests) each month and 

promoting the program with budget concerns.   
Regarding CDR’s:  1.  Contact information is 
incorrect, the client has moved, or has a 
temporary cell phone.  2.  The doctors have 
sent patients over to the clinic to be treated and 
we don’t know what we are treating, so we 
have to retest.  3.  CDR’s are not filled out 



correctly for example, missing information of 
number of partners and if they were treated.   

 
Lessons Learned:      Organization and following through is 

necessary.  Making sure that all participating 
staff have been trained and that each person is 
following the same protocol.  Making sure that 
at least one trained staff member is available for 
testing can be difficult with hectic schedules. 

   
Recommendations:  HIV counseling class greatly needed.  When is 

the next one? 
 
 

Contact Info:              Gila County Health Department 
                                      Michelle Graney, Public Health Nurse 
                                      Email:  mcraft@co.gila.az.us 
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Project Title:   Project Stomp-Out-Syphilis (SOS) 
 
Project Area:  Navajo STD Project Area – The Navajo STD Project jurisdiction area covers     
27, 000 square miles serving over 298,194 people. 
 
Project Description:  To reduce the spread of syphilis infection and increase the treatment 
and control of the disease within the Navajo Nation, through Community Blood Screening 
and Blitz, outreach targeting specific areas of high risk population and general community, 
education and thorough investigation plus case follow-up on all reactive RPR lab results:  
 In the Gallup Service Area, the STD Interagency and partnership team coordinates 

the Stomp-Out-Syphilis (SOS) activities and lies with the McKinley County Health 
Department, the Navajo AIDS Network, Inc., Gallup NCI and Gallup Indian 
Medical Center to plan and implement syphilis /HIV outreach testing and services 
near the bars, motel, arroyos, walk-way and back hills. 

 On the Navajo Reservation, collaborative efforts with Social Hygiene Program, the 
HIV Prevention Program, Health Education, Indian Health Services, the Navajo 
AIDS Network and IHS Community Health Nurses provided outreach and 
testing/screening services throughout the areas and Navajo Tribal Fairs. 

 Syphilis Surveillance: The Social Hygiene Program in conjunction with McKinley 
County Health Department conducts syphilis case reviews to ensure clients receive 
the appropriate STD/syphilis and HIV health care. The Social Hygiene Program 
leads in syphilis quarterly conference call with local, states (NM and Az.) and federal 
health agencies (CDC and NAIHS) to address syphilis issues on the Navajo Health 
Area and Project. 

 

  



Partners:  Navajo Area Indian Health Services (NAIHS) Infection Control Officer, IHS 
Community Health Nurses, McKinley County Health Department, Navajo Division of 
Health – Health Education Program/HIV Prevention and the Navajo AIDS Network 
(CBO). 
 
Accomplishments:                    Statistics – Street Outreach and Cases 

July, 2008 - June, 2009 
Review of Year 2008 early cases indicated that 80% of those interviewed indicated alcohol 
use of abuse during the interview period. At-risk groups include men and women between 
the ages of 30-50 years, alcohol abusers, arrestees and men who have sex with men. Sexual 
practices, such as low condom usage and having anonymous sex partners, were also 
documented in these investigations, and such behavior has likely increase syphilis 
transmission.  
 
 
 

Number Screened: 1500      Reactive:  12       New Cases:  09    Male:  250   Female:  1250                 
Native American:  1470   Hispanic and Anglos: 30    NM:  1125   Az.: 375 

 
Challenges:  Significant areas include the following: Mobility of patients indicated that 
many of the patients are essentially homeless and live in area arroyos, hills and homemade 
camps around the boarder town area. lack of incentives for promotion, lack of supplies, 
substance/alcohol abuse, competing priorities (SOS) takes the back seat. 
 
Lessons Learned: Support and partnership from the City Government, NDOH Programs, 
Navajo Indian Health Services Infection Control Officer, Community Based Organization, 
local bar owners and street people. The screening model collaboration and partnership is 
between the Navajo Social Hygiene Branch, DINE’ Unity, States of NM and Arizona and 
NCI Treatment Center. 
 
Recommendations: Social Hygiene Branch to continue working with the state/local health 
offices, border towns, community based organization. SOS plans to screen and educate 
1000 targeted individuals per year and expects between 3 and 5 newly diagnosed early 
syphilis cases to be identified through this screening effort. By actively engaging high-risk 
populations, the long-term outcome is to reduce the incidence of early syphilis. Patient 
STD/HIV and Hepatitis education is provided prior to testing by the Navajo Nation in 
English and Navajo. 
 
Contact Information:   Larry P. Foster, STD Coordinator            Antoine R. Thompson, 
PHA 
                                        Navajo Social Hygiene STD Project        CDC Assignee to MCHO 
and 
                                       Gallup Social Hygiene Branch                  Navajo STD Project 
                                        505.722.1740                                            505.722.4391   
                                        Larry.Foster@ihs.gov 
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