
Vaccine Financing and Availability Advisory Committee 
August 15, 2014 

9:OO a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
 

Members in attendance: 
Daniel Aspery Andrew Carroll Chad Heinrich Kim Elliott  
Jessica Rigler Amy Shoptaugh Jennifer Tinney Phyllis Arthur  
Merrie Rheingans Michael O’ Driscoll  
 
Visitors in attendance: 
Gaspar Laca Kelsey Pistotnik Colby Bower Genevra Richardson 
Rebecca Nevedale Michael Madden Sara Sparman Christine Wampler 
Susie Cannata Christopher Vinyard Jessie Hanna Kathy 
Dana Goodloe Patty Gast Ryan O’ Daniel  
Sandra Bellino (phone) 
 
  
• Call to Order - Welcome and Introductions 

The Vaccine Financing and Availability Advisory Committee convened at the Arizona State 
Public Health Laboratory Auditorium, 250 N. 17th Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona on August 15, 
2014.  Jessica Rigler called the meeting to order at 9:06 a.m. Each committee member and 
visitor gave a brief introduction of themselves.  
 
Chairperson Rigler reviewed housekeeping notes. It was announced that a website has been 
created for this committee at http://azdhs.gov/phs/immunization/financing-advisory-
committee.php. Chairperson Rigler reminded the committee the tasks outlined in House Bill 
2491, which includes submitting a report of findings and recommendations to the Governor 
and Legislature by December 15, 2014.    
 

• Minute Review/Approval of August 1, 2014 
Committee Member Heinrich moved to approve the August 1, 2014 minutes. The motion 
was seconded by Committee Member Carroll. No objections were noted.  
 

• Overview of existing vaccine financing and availability system 
Presentation:  Vaccine Financing Systems 
 Jennifer Tinney, Program Director 
 (TAPI) The Arizona Partnership for Immunizations 

 
Committee Member Aspery made four suggestions for consideration: 
1. Cost: Vaccine manufacturers providing longer advanced notice prior to raising vaccine 

prices. This would allow vaccine providers additional time to purchase vaccine at the 
previous price and give insurers adequate time to accommodate higher prices in their 
reimbursement to providers.  

2. Purchase: Consider cooperatives or group purchasing. Committee Member Tinney 
raised concern about instituting a state-based purchasing group because state 
formularies can limit choice.  

http://azdhs.gov/phs/immunization/financing-advisory-committee.php
http://azdhs.gov/phs/immunization/financing-advisory-committee.php
http://www.azdhs.gov/phs/immunization/documents/financing-advisory-committee/140815-vfaac-presentation.pdf


3. Reimbursement: Consider the impact of reimbursement rates on employers.  
4. Availability: Payors could consider reimbursing for vaccine at alternative sites like 

pharmacies, urgent care, and retail clinics.  
 
Committee Member Tinney raised the idea of requiring plans to reimburse at 120% of 
vaccine cost based on the vaccine list price, which was discussed by committee members. 
Committee Member Heinrich expressed a potential private sector concern with setting a 
precedent by mandating a reimbursement rate.  
 
Committee Member Carroll proposed consideration of health plans providing the vaccine 
and providers billing for the administration fee. Committee Member Arthur will discuss 
some new ideas for other models, but expressed that this model works better for large 
volume immunizers.  
 
The committee discussed the need for insurance companies and manufacturers to work 
together to publish a universal rate, as it is difficult for any provider to project and plan 
when the cost of vaccines is unknown. The committee expressed the need to research 
coverage formulas in other states.  Members would also like to know the impact for 
physicians in rural areas who vaccinate a smaller quantity of patients.  Committee Member 
Arthur volunteered to ask the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to explain the 
source of pricing for the Pediatric/VFC Vaccine Price List.  

 
• Future Meetings 

Committee members agreed to hold the next meeting on Friday, September 19, 2014, with 
a time and location to be determined.  
 
The committee requested presentations from vaccine manufacturers and America’s Health 
Insurance Plans (AHIP). 

 
• Call to Public 

No comments from the public. 
 
• Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 10:55am. 

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/awardees/vaccine-management/price-list/

