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HAI Happenings 

• HAI Coordinator Update 
• CDC Patient Notification Toolkit 
• HAI Subcommittee Update 
• ADVICE Collaborative 
• What is Next? 
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HAI Coordinator Update 

• Position description has been revised and 
updated. 

• Updated position has been submitted to 
Human Resources. 

• Position should be posted to 
www.AZStateJobs.gov in the near future. 
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Is a Patient Notification Toolkit 
Needed? 

• Possible multi-county exposure to BBP 
through compromised dental equipment. 

• Initial public health concern for community. 
• Investigation initiated with notification and 

involvement of numerous public health 
partners. 
 

How will we notify possibly affected patients? 

http://www.azdhs.gov/
http://www.twitter.com/azdhs
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Phoenix-AZ/Arizona-Department-of-Health-Services/114962494972
http://www.youtube.com/azdhs
http://directorsblog.health.azdhs.gov/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/arizona-department-of-health-services


Health and Wellness for all Arizonans 
azdhs.gov 

Patient Notification Toolkit 
• The CDC recently introduced a helpful toolkit to assist 

health departments and healthcare facilities when 
patient notification is needed due to an infection 
control lapse or disease transmission.  
 

• This toolkit helps provide a template for consistent 
communication that can be completed quickly in these 
sensitive incidents. 
 

• More information can be found at: 
http://www.cdc.gov/injectionsafety/pntoolkit/index.html 
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Patient Notification Toolkit 

• The toolkit consist of 4 sections: 
– Section 1: Developing Documents for a Patient Notification 

• Sample materials 
• Additional resources 
• What patients expect to see in a notification letter  
• Guiding principles of risk communication 

 

– Section 2: Planning Media and Communication Strategies 
• Tips 
• Sample materials 
• Resources 
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Patient Notification Toolkit 

– Section 3: Establishing Communication Resources 
• Frequently asked questions resources 
• Setting up a call center 

 

– Section 4: Best Practices in Conducting Patient Notifications 
• When to notify patients 
• Communicating with key stakeholders and partners 
• Notification events and prevention opportunities 
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HAI Subcommittee Updates 
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Antimicrobial Stewardship 
Subcommittee  

• MDRO Fact Sheet 
– Possibly the first of a many 

 

• Antibiogram Toolkit 
– Developing Cumulative Susceptibility 

Reports for Your Clinicians and 
Ensuring Their Appropriate 
Interpretation and Effective Use  
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Antimicrobial Stewardship 
Subcommittee  

• Antibiotic Stewardship Slide Set 
– Working to Improve the Use of Antibiotics in the Hospital 

and Community 
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Surveillance Subcommittee  

• NHSN Fact Sheet 
– Use of National 

Healthcare Safety 
Network (NHSN) by 
Skilled Nursing Facilities 
for Infection Surveillance 
and Prevention 
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Long Term Care Work Group 
Subcommittee  

• Post-assessment of Arizona Department of Health 
Services (ADHS) HAI Advisory Committee 
recommendations that long-term care facility staff 
use the Enhanced Standard Precautions for Long-
Term Care Facilities. 
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Long Term Care Work Group 
Subcommittee  

Transfer Tool 
• The goal of this tool is to aid 

in the communication 
between hospitals and 
skilled nursing facilities in 
regards to infection control.  
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Prevention Strategies Subcommittee  

• Recently completed first ever 
ADHS CAUTI Boot Camp! 
– Provide open forum 
– Attended by 5 CAH 
– Hit target audience 

 
• Subcommittee is now focusing 

efforts: 
– To address other Healthcare-

Associated Infections (HAI) 
– Working with other 

subcommittees to maximize 
prevention efforts and programs  
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Training and Education Subcommittee  

• Pertussis Pamphlet 
 

• Organizing an International 
Infection Prevention Week 
(IIPW) Poster Contest 
– Focus on the history of 

vaccines! 
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ADVICE Collaborative 

• May 17th, 2013 
• To build strategic partnerships with dialysis providers, 

ESRD networks, renal associations, public health 
professionals, federal partners, and other stakeholders. 

• Hoped to stimulate significant improvement in 
infection control in dialysis care. 
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ADVICE Collaborative 

• Participants discussed  
– current best practices 
– new ways to promote 

infection control 
– developed a strategic 

plan of future activities 

http://www.azdhs.gov/als/trainings-exercises/documents/ADVICE-report-2013.pdf 
 

http://www.azdhs.gov/
http://www.twitter.com/azdhs
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Phoenix-AZ/Arizona-Department-of-Health-Services/114962494972
http://www.youtube.com/azdhs
http://directorsblog.health.azdhs.gov/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/arizona-department-of-health-services
http://www.azdhs.gov/als/trainings-exercises/documents/ADVICE-report-2013.pdf
http://www.azdhs.gov/als/trainings-exercises/documents/ADVICE-report-2013.pdf
http://www.azdhs.gov/als/trainings-exercises/documents/ADVICE-report-2013.pdf
http://www.azdhs.gov/als/trainings-exercises/documents/ADVICE-report-2013.pdf
http://www.azdhs.gov/als/trainings-exercises/documents/ADVICE-report-2013.pdf
http://www.azdhs.gov/als/trainings-exercises/documents/ADVICE-report-2013.pdf
http://www.azdhs.gov/als/trainings-exercises/documents/ADVICE-report-2013.pdf
http://www.azdhs.gov/als/trainings-exercises/documents/ADVICE-report-2013.pdf


Health and Wellness for all Arizonans 
azdhs.gov 

What is Next? 

 
 

• ADHS ESRD Subcommittee 
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Thank you 

 
Eugene.Livar@azdhs.gov 

(602) 364-3522 
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