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A Puking Primer 
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.   Norovirus Investigation Team 



.   

A few days before Labor Day … 



 
 
 
 

Time to shop for all the essentials. 



What are the typical norovirus 
symptoms? 

A. Sneezing, coughing, headaches 

B. Vomiting, diarrhea, nausea, and 
feeling like you are going to 

C. Fever, skin rash, body and muscle 
aches 

D. Fever, headache, stiff neck, nausea  
and vomiting 
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Nausea sudden takes a nasty turn… 



What is the infectious dose of norovirus? 

A. <20 particles 

B. 50-100 particles 

C. 100-1000 particles 

D. >1000 particles 
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Sick and embarrassed she leaves 
the store immediately 
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Store maintenance is paged to 
clean the mess 



What should be in the mop bucket to 
clean up the vomit? 

A. Soap 

B. Ammonia 

C. Bleach 

D. Hot Water 
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Who has been exposed? 

Who could be 
exposed? 



How far can vomit travel? 

A. Up to 2 feet 

B. Up to 8 feet 

C. Up to 10 feet 

D. Not as far as I can run 
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Day before Labor Day  

preparing food for the 
Homeless Holiday event 
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Labor Day 
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And elected officials were there, too…. 
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What is the incubation period for 
norovirus? 

A. 12-48 hours 

B. 3-5 days 

C. 4-7 days 

D. >7 days 
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Holiday Travel 
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Two Days after Labor Day    
 
  

 
 

How is the Health Department notified? 
 
  



What is Kaplan’s Criteria 

A. Incubation period of 24-48 hours 

B. Illness lasting 12-60 hours 

C. More than 50% of people with 
vomiting 

D. All of the above 

E. Who is Kaplan?  
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When should samples be 
collected for norovirus testing? 

A. 48-72 hours after onset 

B. 5-7 days after onset 

C. 10-14 days after onset 

D. Never, who wants to collect stool 
or vomit samples 
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Phylogenetic Tree 
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Grocery Store 
employee travels 
back home… 



How can Lab, Epi, EH 
Keep this outbreak from spreading?  
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When does the media get involved? 
 

 
How does this shape response?   
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Options for preventing spread  



Norovirus in One Minute 
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Everyone reach down and pick up 

one or two pom-poms… unless 
you wish to take home a souvenir.   

Time to collaborate and “disinfect” the room 
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Leslie Barclay 
CDC 

Julia Wolfe 
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