
 

Division of Public Health Services 
Public Health Preparedness Services 
Office of Infectious Disease Services 
Vector-Borne & Zoonotic Disease Services 
150 N. 18th Ave. Ste. 140 Phoenix, AZ 85007-3237 USA 

 Tel: (602) 364-4562  Fax: (602) 364-3198 

JANICE K. BREWER, GOVERNOR 
WILL HUMBLE, DIRECTOR 

 

June 1, 2011 

TO:  Local Animal Control Agencies, Local Health Departments, Veterinarians, and Rabies Specimen Submitters 

FROM: Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS), Vector- Borne & Zoonotic Diseases Program 
 
RE:  SUBMISSION OF ANIMAL SPECIMENS FOR RABIES EXAMINATION  
 

The purpose of this letter is to provide guidance for submitting specimens to the Arizona State Public Health Laboratory 
(ASPHL) for rabies examination. 

ASPHL provides examinations for animal suspected of having rabies in order to: 

1. Provide results to physicians that are treating humans for possible rabies exposures1

2. Provide results to veterinarians or animal control agencies that submitted an animal that was suspected of having rabies 
(e.g. neurological disease or other symptoms of rabies), and 

, 

3. Conduct rabies surveillance among animal species in Arizona that may serve as likely reservoirs and may require public 
health intervention. 

As of June 1, 2009, a new protocol was issued in order to decrease the number of domestic animal specimens being tested at 
the ASPHL. Due to further reductions in laboratory capacity, it is necessary to update the protocol. Effective June 1, 2011, 
ASPHL will require that animal specimens meet the following expanded criteria:  

All domestic animal specimens must have pre-approval by the appropriate public health agency.  This is usually done at ADHS, 
however, first review of specimens may be delegated to the epidemiology staff at a local health department after they have been 
given training by ADHS.  At present, only Maricopa County Department of Public Health has received this training.  Please 
contact Maricopa County Epidemiology if your specimen was collected in that jurisdiction, otherwise contact VBZD at (602) 364-
4562 or vbzd@azdhs.gov.  Final authority to approve submission for testing rests with the ADHS Vector-Borne and Zoonotic 
Disease Program.   

1. Dog, cat and ferret specimens will only be accepted for rabies testing if: 
a. The animal had signs consistent with rabies, as determined by a veterinarian or ADHS staff AND 
b. The animal was unable to complete the ten day quarantine2

2. If the animal does not meet the criteria above, veterinarians and animal control agencies have the following alternatives: 

 because the animal was severely injured or ill as 
determined by a veterinarian or animal control agency supervisor.  

a. Complete the quarantine of the biting animal or 
b. Submit the head of the animal to another laboratory that performs rabies Direct Fluorescent Antibody (DFA) testing. 

The following laboratories provide rabies DFA testing for animals. Prior to submission, please contact the laboratory 
to obtain their respective submission form, instructions, and fees. 

i. Colorado State University Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory  
ii. Colorado Department of Public Health Laboratory Services Division  
iii. Oregon State University Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory  

3. Horses, cows, and other large livestock must have brain extractions done before being submitted to the ASPHL. Brain 
extractions can be performed by the University of Arizona Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory in Tucson or by a qualified 
veterinarian. 

                                                           
1 Rabies is transmitted when the virus is introduced into bite wounds or open cuts in skin or onto mucous membranes. Human Rabies Prevention- United 
States, 2008; MMWR May 23, 2008, Vol. 57, No. RR-3  
2 Ferrets must be quarantined for 14 days. 
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http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr57e507a1.htm�


4. Rodents (e.g. squirrels, mice, hamsters, gerbils, rats) and rabbits will not be tested for rabies. 
5. Wild mammals that are suspected of being rabid and have bitten or otherwise exposed a human, pet or livestock, should be 

submitted to ASPHL as soon as possible. 
6. Bats found in living space of human dwellings, found in a fenced yard where a domestic animals may have been exposed, 

or found on school grounds should be submitted. Confirmation of exposure is not required.  
7. Sick, dying or dead bats found outdoors, where there is no known exposure, should not
8. Terrestrial species that are known to be rabies vectors (skunks, foxes, coyotes, bobcats) and that exhibited abnormal 

behavior may be submitted. Where there are no human or animal exposures, animal heads should be tested via dRIT by the 
USDA Wildlife Services.  

 be submitted. 

Submission to Arizona State Public Health Laboratory 

1. Specimens will be accepted Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00am and 4:45pm. Specimens cannot be 
accepted after hours, on weekends, or on holidays. 

2. Intact animals will not be accepted, except for bats. Please only submit animal heads. 
3. Submission guidelines and forms are provided with the Arizona Manual for Rabies Control & Bite Management on the ADHS 

Rabies webpage, http://www.azdhs.gov/phs/oids/vector/rabies. 
4. Rabies Submission form is located here: http://www.azdhs.gov/phs/oids/vector/rabies/forms.htm. Please provide details of 

the circumstances of the exposure. 

http://www.azdhs.gov/phs/oids/vector/rabies/pdf/AZRabiesManual.pdf�
http://www.azdhs.gov/phs/oids/vector/rabies/�
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	/
	Division of Public Health Services
	Public Health Preparedness Services
	Office of Infectious Disease Services
	Vector-Borne & Zoonotic Disease Services
	150 N. 18th Ave. Ste. 140 Phoenix, AZ 85007-3237 USA
	 Tel: (602) 364-4562  Fax: (602) 364-3198
	JANICE K. BREWER, GOVERNOR
	WILL HUMBLE, DIRECTOR
	June 1, 2011
	TO:  Local Animal Control Agencies, Local Health Departments, Veterinarians, and Rabies Specimen Submitters
	FROM: Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS), Vector- Borne & Zoonotic Diseases Program
	RE:  SUBMISSION OF ANIMAL SPECIMENS FOR RABIES EXAMINATION 
	The purpose of this letter is to provide guidance for submitting specimens to the Arizona State Public Health Laboratory (ASPHL) for rabies examination.
	ASPHL provides examinations for animal suspected of having rabies in order to:
	1. Provide results to physicians that are treating humans for possible rabies exposures,
	2. Provide results to veterinarians or animal control agencies that submitted an animal that was suspected of having rabies (e.g. neurological disease or other symptoms of rabies), and
	3. Conduct rabies surveillance among animal species in Arizona that may serve as likely reservoirs and may require public health intervention.
	As of June 1, 2009, a new protocol was issued in order to decrease the number of domestic animal specimens being tested at the ASPHL. Due to further reductions in laboratory capacity, it is necessary to update the protocol. Effective June 1, 2011, ASPHL will require that animal specimens meet the following expanded criteria: 
	All domestic animal specimens must have pre-approval by the appropriate public health agency.  This is usually done at ADHS, however, first review of specimens may be delegated to the epidemiology staff at a local health department after they have been given training by ADHS.  At present, only Maricopa County Department of Public Health has received this training.  Please contact Maricopa County Epidemiology if your specimen was collected in that jurisdiction, otherwise contact VBZD at (602) 364-4562 or vbzd@azdhs.gov.  Final authority to approve submission for testing rests with the ADHS Vector-Borne and Zoonotic Disease Program.  
	1. Dog, cat and ferret specimens will only be accepted for rabies testing if:
	a. The animal had signs consistent with rabies, as determined by a veterinarian or ADHS staff AND
	b. The animal was unable to complete the ten day quarantine because the animal was severely injured or ill as determined by a veterinarian or animal control agency supervisor. 
	2. If the animal does not meet the criteria above, veterinarians and animal control agencies have the following alternatives:
	a. Complete the quarantine of the biting animal or
	b. Submit the head of the animal to another laboratory that performs rabies Direct Fluorescent Antibody (DFA) testing. The following laboratories provide rabies DFA testing for animals. Prior to submission, please contact the laboratory to obtain their respective submission form, instructions, and fees.
	i. Colorado State University Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory 
	ii. Colorado Department of Public Health Laboratory Services Division 
	iii. Oregon State University Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory 
	3. Horses, cows, and other large livestock must have brain extractions done before being submitted to the ASPHL. Brain extractions can be performed by the University of Arizona Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory in Tucson or by a qualified veterinarian.
	4. Rodents (e.g. squirrels, mice, hamsters, gerbils, rats) and rabbits will not be tested for rabies.
	5. Wild mammals that are suspected of being rabid and have bitten or otherwise exposed a human, pet or livestock, should be submitted to ASPHL as soon as possible.
	6. Bats found in living space of human dwellings, found in a fenced yard where a domestic animals may have been exposed, or found on school grounds should be submitted. Confirmation of exposure is not required. 
	7. Sick, dying or dead bats found outdoors, where there is no known exposure, should not be submitted.
	8. Terrestrial species that are known to be rabies vectors (skunks, foxes, coyotes, bobcats) and that exhibited abnormal behavior may be submitted. Where there are no human or animal exposures, animal heads should be tested via dRIT by the USDA Wildlife Services. 
	Submission to Arizona State Public Health Laboratory
	1. Specimens will be accepted Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00am and 4:45pm. Specimens cannot be accepted after hours, on weekends, or on holidays.
	2. Intact animals will not be accepted, except for bats. Please only submit animal heads.
	3. Submission guidelines and forms are provided with the Arizona Manual for Rabies Control & Bite Management on the ADHS Rabies webpage, http://www.azdhs.gov/phs/oids/vector/rabies.
	4. Rabies Submission form is located here: http://www.azdhs.gov/phs/oids/vector/rabies/forms.htm. Please provide details of the circumstances of the exposure.


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /ArialMT
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


