
Email notice sent to hospital data reporting contacts on  
 

October 29, 2015 
 
 
 
Good afternoon Arizona Data Reporting Contacts: 
 
The initial reporting specifications manual for 2016-01 reporting is now posted on the 
ADHS website here: http://www.azdhs.gov/plan/crr/ddr/reporting/index.htm   
 
Refer to the Change History in the front of the manual for a summary of changes.   
 
IMPORTANT: 
 
1) There are changes to DRG reporting specifications and addition of two new data 
elements for separate reporting of APRDRG codes and APRDRG version.  These 
changes affect all discharges occurring on/after January 1, 2016, the first reporting of 
which is due July 1, 2016 and no later than August 15, 2016.  Please review the 
specifications carefully to understand what does, or does not, apply to your specific 
hospital(s), and share this information with whoever is responsible for programming 
your state report. 
 
2) If, after reviewing the specifications, you anticipate your hospital will have 
difficulty meeting the APRDRG reporting requirements, please contact ADHS for 
assistance as soon as possible.   
 
3) Be prepared for changes to the auditing process and the appearance and 
content of the audit results you receive on your 2016-01 discharge reporting.   
 
Background: since 2004, the state has utilized a commercial software tool that was 
customized by the vendor specifically for Arizona data.  In 2015, this vendor was 
acquired by a new parent company, and that new owner has discontinued the software.  
The now-discontinued tool was an entirely custom application developed through 
collaboration between ADHS and the vendor programmers, and there is no comparable 
replacement software commercially available.  As a result, ADHS has no choice but to 
develop our own internal audit programming, which this agency will then wholly own and 
control.  
 
Our intent is to replicate the current audit processes to the greatest extent possible, 
including the appearance of audit results provided to hospitals.  How successful this 
endeavor will be remains to be seen, as the programming is in the very early stages of 
development at this time.  
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns regarding Arizona data reporting, 
please contact ADHS for assistance. 


