
Agenda 
 

Environmental Laboratory Advisory Committee 
June 05, 2008 

10:00 AM 
 
 
 
Welcome/Introductions: 
 

Cynthia Bain, Chairperson 
 

Steve Baker, Office Chief, Laboratory Services  
 
Welcome New members      Cynthia Bain 
 

 
Review & Approval of March 27, 2008 minutes    Cynthia Bain 
 
 
Items for Discussion: 
 

Fluoride/Ammonia distillation and Steve Remaley 
Solids overnight drying/Study     EPA Region IX  

 
 
ADEQ Update 
 
 8260 Air method       Julie Hoskin 
 
 ADEQ Policy 155      Julie Hoskin 
 
 
Subcommittee Reports: 
 

Training        Joe Harmon 
   
 Rules         Steve Baker 
          

TNI/NEMC     Steve Baker 
 
 
Set Next Meeting Date & Adjournment 
 
        
New Business:          
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ENVIRONMENTAL LABORATORY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

June 05, 2008 
MINUTES 

 
Members Present Members Absent Guests Present SLS Staff ADEQ Staff 

 
Michael Dew* Christina Krosnicki Leisha Williams Prabha Acharya Julie Hoskin 
Cynthia Bain Mel Biringer Lisa Adams Steve Baker  
Nancy Turner* Robert Teece Dipti Shah Joe Harmon  
Laura McCasland Abram Munoz Garry Brussels Gary Shipley  
Elizabeth Wueschner Jim Boerst Kiera Hunter   
Robert Vertefeuille Elizabeth Proffitt Shari Bauman*   
Linda Johnson Lee Hecht Evelyn Dawson   
Rick Amalfi Randy Gottler Melinda Jacobson   
Anne Nichols Matthew Rexing Leanne Neukirk*   
Mary Tyer  Trina Spangle   
  David Merick   
  David Veratti   
  Danny Ramsey   
  Christina Hoppes   
  J.D.Gentry   
  Stephanie Archabal   
  Tara Ford   
  Karen Walter   
  Tracy Dutton   
  Scott Hoatson   
  Michael Gifford   
  Steve Remaley*   
  Stephanie Koehne   
*  By phone  Nancy Powell*   
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CALL TO ORDER  
 
Steve Baker called the meeting to order.  Cindy Bain joined the meeting about 10 minutes later.  
Everyone introduced themselves. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Steve Baker said that he was getting a new perspective on running a chemistry lab; since he has taken 
over the responsibility of supervising the state chemistry lab, he is realizing the difficulties encountered 
in keeping track of holding times, training, SOPs and so on; Steve wondered if we had appointed a Co-
Chair or Vice-Chair to conduct these meetings in the absence of the Chair Person. 
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
Solids overnight drying /Study: 
 

Steve Remaley indicated that he is willing to listen to the questions/concerns first; he may not 
have answers for everything and that he might need to consult with others before he will be in a 
position to respond definitely. 
 
Rick Amalfi addressed the Solids procedure which requires a minimum of 2 hours of drying or 
longer if needed; since the method does not address the maximum length of drying, it would be 
more practical to dry the samples overnight, which would assure thorough drying, and follow up 
with checking the weight once after cooling; Rick added that the lab could check the temperature 
of the oven again at the time the samples were taken out to make sure that the temperature was 
holding.  
 
Steve Remaley agreed that the temperature, like in1664, is more critical than the time samples 
are left in an oven and the comparability studies would be useful; in response to a question from 
Prabha Acharya if the repeat cooling and drying cycles were necessary after overnight drying, 
Steve responded that it would be advantageous to gather data initially on different matrices by 
taking repeat weightings until the lab felt comfortable weighing once with individual sample 
matrices; the labs should follow the RPD method criteria for validating the study. 
 
Rick stated that his lab had done a study with Solids samples received for 2 weeks; had noticed 
that 90% of the samples had dried thoroughly within the 2 hours except for some non-
homogeneous samples which took longer, like overnight drying; he felt that it was more practical 
and less expensive to the clients to go with a single overnight drying, since the test was a simple 
one; he had 2 questions- 1) is there a maximum length of time for oven drying and 2) if 
statistically (0.95) the study shows that a single weighing is acceptable, is it necessary to do 
multiple dryings. 
 
Steve Remaley responded that he would discuss with the other EPA regions and get back with 
answers. 
 

Fluoride/Ammonia Distillation: 
 

Christina Hoppes had a couple of questions:  1) as per 4500-F-C method, is it sufficient to prove 
that interferences are not present at the levels prescribed in the method, to eliminate the pre-
distillation step? Steve Rameley responded that he would have to confirm with his headquarters 
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first before giving a definite answer.  2) For comparability studies, MUR does not specify the 
acceptance limits; what limits should the lab use?  Steve’s response was to use the QC limits 
given in the reference method and the results must be equal to or better than the method 
requirements; if methods have no limits specified, there are statistical limits available, he will 
forward that to the group.  
  
Steve Hoatson questioned if the distillation step can be eliminated by spiking each sample to 
prove the absence of interferences; he felt it was easier than the distillation step and the 
comparability studies.  Steve Remaley’s response was it was logical, ATP uses the same 
approach, but he will have to confirm with the headquarters. 
  
Melinda Jacobson asked the matrix in the comparability studies to be defined; Steve Remaley 
responded it is the discharges from different effluents; if after running several of them, if 
interference is not noted, one could apply for ATP with Roseanne Sakamoto.  Steve asked the 
questions be e-mailed to him at Remaley.steve@epa.gov.  Steve responded that if the methods 
specifically state that the distillation is not required, then there is no need to do the distillation. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Cindy Bain welcomed everyone and the two new ELAC members: Mary Tyer and Robert Vertefeuille.  
Steve Baker said a quorum was present.  The minutes from March 27, 2008 meeting was approved as 
written. 
 
 ADEQ UPDATE: 
 
8260 Air Method: 
 

Julie informed that the sub-committee met once; working on several issues, like tedlar bags, 72 
hour hold time, air tight syringes, non use of polyethylene tubings; they are meeting after this 
ELAC meeting, interested ones are welcome to attend. 
 

ADEQ Policy 155: 
 
 Julie asked the group if this policy is required or can one eliminate it; it states that if CCV is high 

and if the samples are ND, the results are not valid unless a new calibration curve is analyzed or 
an one point calibration is generated, if the reference method has that second option; Julie said 
this issue can be resolved by the next meeting after gathering some more input.  Prabha Acharya 
added that the report has to be flagged if the CCV is out; this flag is not in the DW list, Julie said 
she will work on modifying the DW list. 

 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Training: 
 

Joe Harmon gave an update that two workshops are in the radar; sampling workshop and 
wastewater operator training; it depends on if one can resolve the issue of new procurement 
requirement of 2 million dollar Omissions and Error Insurance to be carried by the presenters.  
At present AWPCA is cosponsoring these two workshops, if anyone has other ideas to let him 
know. 
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Steve explained that when Prabha started the training program in 1994, it was funded by general 
fund; there were a couple of FTEs to assist in training; due to budget cuts the past year, those 
additional FTEs have been taken out of training program, reassigned and Joe is the only one left 
in that program.   Steve spoke about the upcoming Assessors Training Program, Arizona has 
been involved in; the next one is sponsored by New Jersey for their assessors; New York will 
also attend; it has been difficult to have one in Arizona due to procurement restrictions; Steve, 
Barbara and Melinda Jacobson will be the presenters from Arizona. 
 

Rules: 
 
Steve said there was nothing to report on the rules; one issue that has come up is the revolving 
fund, which has some money as a cushion to run the program smoothly; it is being threatened by 
the department; if it gets serious, this committee will be asked to help out. 
  

TNI: 
 

Scott was asked to give an update; NELAC is looking into ambient air testing; next meeting is in 
Washington DC in August; the committee to address the small lab issues was disbanded.  
 

SET NEXT MEETING DATE & ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for September 18th.  Meeting adjourned at 11:15 AM. 
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