
Agenda 
 

Environmental Laboratory Advisory Committee 
June 10, 2010 

10:00 AM 
 
 
Welcome/Introductions: 
 

Cynthia Garcia, Chairperson 
 

Steve Baker, Assistant Bureau Chief, Laboratory Services 
 

Review & Approval of March 25, 2010 minutes    Cynthia Garcia 
  
ADEQ Update 
 

 DWAR form SOC RL Clarification     Julie Hoskin 
 
 8260 Air Subcommittee meeting schedule    Julie Hoskin 

 
Items for Discussion 
 
 Wastewater Operator Workshops     Steve/Barbara 
  (Ultra Low Level Chlorine covered} 
 
 On-line License Application:      Barbara Escobar 
  Status Update       
        
 DMRQA       Kathryn Wangsness  
  
Subcommittee Reports: 
 
 Rules        Steve Baker    

          
TNI/NEMC     Baker/Escobar 
 

  LOD/LOQ- Feedback      All 
 

Training        Matt Rexing 
 
        

Set Next Meeting Date & Adjournment 
 
        
New Business:          
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CALL TO ORDER  
 
WELCOME/INTRODUCTION 
 
Cindy Garcia called the meeting to order; she welcomed everyone. Everyone introduced themselves. 
 
Steve Baker welcomed everyone and thanked them for coming; there will be a significant changes in 
personnel in the near future; State Lab budget is stable, due to oil spill it will even grow; expecting about 
300-400 seafood samples a week; will be getting some new equipment; Licensure budget got swept 
again; the Office was preparing for a hearing of an out-of-state lab seeking licensure, it was time 
consuming, had to cut back on surveys; the lab withdrew after realizing the evidence the office had 
could prove intentional falsification. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes from March 25, 2010 meeting was approved as written. 
 
ADEQ UPDATE 
 
DWAR Form SOC RL Clarification: 
 
Julie Hoskin reported that initially she had agreed that SOCs are acceptable to be reported at RLs, but 
after reviewing drinking water data base and discussing with DEQ staff, they have decided to enforce 
DL for reporting; a couple reasons for that are the labs don’t appear to have any problem reporting at 
DLs, and also additional monitoring is triggered by detection at MDL; Julie added that 2.2x the MDL 
value could be used as the EPA’s Detection Limit; Prabha suggested that she will take another survey of 
DW labs if they can achieve the RLs without much difficulty and also forward the mails from EPA on 
this subject. 
 
8260 Air Subcommittee meeting schedule: 
 
Julie: it has been 2 years since the 8260AZ Air Method was finalized, a number of labs have been 
running that method; after the ELAC meeting, the interested parties can get together to discuss if there 
are any problems/issues and if the method needs any revisions. 
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
Wastewater Operator Workshops (Ultra Low Level Chlorine Covered) 
 
Steve reported that training has begun to educate WWTP operators on the proper testing of in-line meter 
methods; have completed training in Yuma, Bullhead City, Bisbee, Tucson and scheduled to train in 
Page, Flagstaff, Prescott, Showlow and Globe; 6.5 PDHs are being offered which attracts more 
operators; talking to the attendees has been an eye opener and at least a couple of years of work is cut 
out in training them; the surveyors will visit the plants when they are scheduled to survey the municipal 
labs; About 200 WWT plants have been identified by DEQ and ADHS has informed all the plants about 
training and being tracked if they are represented at the workshops; Probably by next summer start to 
evaluate systematically and assist them in using proper methods, QC;  the methods like BOD needs to be 
licensed; one can foresee lots of problems to be encountered; currently concentrating on WW plants 
only. 
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Ultra Low level chlorine does not fit into the 15 minute rule; in 2-3 years that method will be required to 
be licensed; Pima county has 3 plants and they came up with an idea of purchasing a mobile lab and that 
could prevent them from having to have 3-4 licenses; this will require rule making and the might need 
labs’ assistance in getting out of moratorium on rule making; no enforcement actions will be taken in the 
beginning; 3 workshops are being scheduled in Flagstaff (8/31), Phoenix (9/1) and Tucson (9/2); it will 
be limited to a single person to represent each system; the relationship with DEQ has improved a lot, 
thanks to Julie; a checklist will be generated for each method being audited. 
 
Online License Application: Status update: 
 
Barbara: reported that on-line application is taking a lot longer because each method, a lab is licensed, is 
being compared to the current rules, billing/method codes (fees/current revision of methods) and the 
invoices are being reviewed for accuracy; the labs are contacted with the proposed changes to get their 
approval; everything is time consuming; it is about more than 1/2 done.   
 
DMRQA: 

 
Julie gave an update: the DMRQA packets were mailed out late to all the permittees but they should be 
expecting them shortly.  There was a change for the minors this year in that ADEQ was only expecting 
DMRQA on analysis performed in house, and analyses subcontracted to outside labs was not required to 
be reported. Barbara added that the PowerPoint presentation of DMRQA workshop is posted on the 
ADHS website and has detailed information. 
 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Rules: 
 
Steve: HB 2586 gives the department authority to raise fees without having to go through the rule 
making process; it requires a public notice to be given 30 days prior to the rules implementation and the 
fee increase must be fair and non-discriminatory; at that time, the changes to the methods and ULL 
chlorine issue can be taken care of as well; so the rules might pass earlier than anticipated; the furloughs 
and low employee pays have kept the program afloat. 
 
TNI/NEMC: 
 
Barbara: the next TNI/NEMC meeting is held in August; the areas of interest are- consistency in 
auditing among states, presentation scheduled on new methods from SW846 group and CWA; training 
on TNI standards and ethics; Steve discussed the difference between EPA and CLIA- CLIA is more 
active in training and participation in enforcement actions. 
 
LOD/LOQ Feedback: 
 
Prabha asked for feedback- Christina Hoppes commented that the different terms were not defined 
clearly and the verification of LOD was not clear; Prabha elaborated that LOD is greater than MDL and 
need not be verified if the results are not reported down to LOD and LOQ is similar to MRL; Julie 
remarked she would like the term LOD to be clearer for reporting purposes, DW/WW programs’ permits 
require reporting down to the detection, it would be helpful if the detection meant LOD; Barbara said 
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training will be provided on how to verify and use them; the committee was difficult, Prabha and herself 
tried hard to give input; it was decided to give LOD/LOQ some more time before implementing them. 
Training: 

 
Matt Rexing: DW operators would have to be trained next once the WW operator training is completed; 
it would be similar except for ULL chlorine test; operators generally know how to run the tests but lack 
knowledge in QC, documentation and so on; there are lots of requests to repeat Basic Chemistry/Micro 
workshop; there is even a greater demand to put on SW/GW sampling workshops, it is very popular, Joe 
Harmon has been presenting that training for many years; the main trainer can no longer train; if 
someone knows a trainer who is experienced in GW/SW sampling please let him know; if anyone is 
interested in any training to contact him. 
 
Steve added that there is no requirement to train in the statutes; in 1995, director of ADHS wanted the 
training unit to be formed and Prabha headed it; it was beneficial because it bridged the labs with the 
program; now there is no money in the budget for training. 
 
SET NEXT MEETING DATE & ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for September 23, 2010; the meeting was adjourned. 
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