
Agenda 
 

Environmental Laboratory Advisory Committee 
 

June 02, 2011 
10:00 AM 

 
 
Welcome/Introductions: 
 

Linda Johnson, Chairperson 
 

Isaac Robert, Program Manager, Laboratory Licensure and Certification 
 

 
Review & Approval of March 31, 2011 minutes   Linda Johnson  
 
 
ADEQ Update 
 

 Revise 8260AZ List to Include Additional Fuel Compounds? ADEQ 
 
 Why Drinking Water Qualifiers are no Longer in Use?  ADEQ 
 
 

Items for Discussion 
 

 Update Data Qualifier List     Barbara Escobar 

   
 ALA Update       Garry Brussels   
 
    
Subcommittee Reports: 
 
 Training       Matt Rexing 
 
 DMRQA       Kathryn Wangsness 
 

        
Set Next Meeting Date & Adjournment 
        
New Business:      
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CALL TO ORDER  
 
WELCOME/INTRODUCTION 
 
Linda Johnson called the meeting to order and introduced herself as the new chairperson.  Linda introduced 
Barbara Escobar, representing Pima County and Kurt Novy, representing City of Flagstaff as the new voting 
members. Everyone introduced themselves including the attendees from Tucson via the phone. 
 
Isaac Robert welcomed everyone and thanked them for coming; it has been 4 months since he started his new 
job, getting to know the people in the licensed lab community; contact him via phone or email if they have any 
questions; he handed over the floor to Linda. 
 
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes from March 31, 2011 meeting were approved as written.  A quorum was present. 
 
 
ADEQ UPDATE 
 
Revise 8260AZ List to Include Additional Fuel Compounds: 
 
Julie Hoskin gave an update; Jeanene Hanley couldn’t attend this meeting; the Tank’s program is in consensus 
with Risk Assessment (Jeanene) to develop a uniform list; there is some urgency to move forward quickly; the 
finalized list will be included in the new contract; the subcommittee will have a role in deciding on the final list; 
it will not be called 8260AZ list, it will be a separate list, called Fuels Compound List. 
 
Why Drinking Water Qualifiers are no longer in Use? 
 
Julie Hoskin: ADEQ wanted to make sure that the labs looked at the data before reporting without blindly adding 
the qualifiers and that  the report with or without the qualifiers were equally reliable; the DW list was removed 
for simplicity sake so that ADEQ didn’t have to maintain 2 lists; the labs could still use the qualifiers for the DW 
reports from the other standardized list but the lab must state in the final report that the data is not impacted from 
that qualifier; SIDWIS data base that gets sent over to EPA has no place to include the qualifiers, only the data 
gets sent over, the qualifiers gets separated from the data. Prabha Acharya commented that sometimes it is scary 
to see the reports with absolutely no qualifiers!   
 
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
Update Data Qualifier’s List: 
 
Barbara Escobar: when she moved from being an auditor to managing a lab, she realized how critical it is to use 
the proper qualifiers because of the final data being sent over to EPA; since hers is not a commercial lab, the QC 
sheet is not included with the report, instead the report gets qualified; she doesn’t like the case narrative; she has 
problems with the current list for qualifying field blanks and batch QC; it was decided to form a subcommittee; a 
sign-up sheet was circulated; eleven signed up; Linda asked to be informed on the progress of the subcommittee. 
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Tracy Dutton explained that the original data qualifiers came about many years ago to assist ADEQ staff in 
properly evaluating the data in the ground water data base and any changes that are made now shouldn’t 
adversely impact the ground water data base; Julie added that ADEQ, Kenyon Carlson, initiated this set of 
qualifiers to standardize them amongst different programs of ADEQ and the laboratory community. 
 
There was some discussion on DL, LOD and LOQ and if they could be incorporated into the Data qualifier list; 
it was also brought up that until EPA enforces them, these terms will not be enforced on the Arizona labs. 
  
ALA Update: 
 
Garry Brussels gave an update; A couple of topics have already been discussed at this meeting – expansion of 
8260 list and the revision of data qualifiers; the 3rd topic was the wastewater audits that ADHS was conducting; 
what sort of a role the lab community will be playing  and how soon that responsibility will be handed over to 
ADEQ? 
 
Gary Shipley: the iLinc presentation for August 3rd is in the preparatory stage now; the presentation will be 
broadcast simultaneously in 24 locations; this time there will be more hands on videos with operators in the 
wastewater plants actually demonstrating the calibration of instruments and reading of the sample results; the 
WWTP inspections have resulted in bringing the in-house labs to work closely with the WWTPs in guiding them 
with proper testing, even though they are separate entities; Gary added that the inspections also revealed that 
some of the 15 minute holding time samples were being sent over to the licensed labs to be tested; ADHS was 
working very closely with ADEQ. 
 
Julie responded that the labs would have to flag the data for tests like pH which were run past the holding time 
that the results cannot be used for compliance purposes; added that ADEQ will not take over inspections from 
ADHS any time soon; many deficiencies are being found that were not expected; ADEQ has to realize that they 
have to start looking for basic things like, if instruments are there in the field, if calibrations are being done, if 
there are SOPS; since it is the ADEQ’s permits that drive these tests, it is ultimately the ADEQ’s responsibility. 
 
Garry; it was a concern of ALA if the lab licensure fee would be used if there were any 
administrative/enforcement actions taken; both Julie and Kathryn assured that the WWTP was separated from 
fees and if there were any enforcement actions, it would come from the general funds. Julie further added that 
initially it would be educational visits from ADHS, then in future ADEQ will do some follow ups to see if there 
were any improvements made and then enforcement actions might come into play.  A question was posed 
regarding Surplus money. 
 
 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Training: 

 
Matt Rexing; there were 2 locations in Phoenix area for WWTP training on August 3rd; Health Lab and Chandler 
library (holds 100 people); Low Level chlorine titration was filmed at a Mesa WWTP for the training; ~ 6 PDHs 
will be offered and is free; if the class does not get full, DW plant operators can attend these workshops since 
several tests are similar; NSI is selling standards, for chlorine test, in a pack of 25, 1 mL gets pipetted into the 
TNT tubes; cheap and convenient.  Sampling workshops were still on hold.  Julie added that ADEQ was also 
hosting WWTP training via iLinc and Kathy Boland was hosting that. 
 
 



4 
 

DMRQA: 
 
Kathryn; not much to report, July 1st is the deadline for the current Study; it was realized that a number of 
WWTPs are not participating in the study and the coordinators have been working to get them on board. 
 
 
SET NEXT MEETING DATE & ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for September 22, 2011; the meeting was adjourned. 
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