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Colilert QuantiTray QC (6 hour hold time) 
 
A. Media: 

1. Protected from light.  
2. Download signed certificate from IDEXX website for each lot of media in 

lieu of checking for autofluoresce and QC testing with 3 control organisms 
and one blank per each batch. 

3. Record date receipt, date first use and last use on certificate. 
  

B. Containers (IDEXX): 
1. Download signed certificate from IDEXX website for each lot of sample 

containers in lieu of checking autofluoresce and sterility. 
2. Record date receipt, date first use and last use on certificate. 
 

C. QuantiTrays: 
1. Download signed certificate from IDEXX website for each lot of 

QuantiTrays in lieu of checking sterility. 
2. Record date receipt, date first use and last use on certificate. 

 
D. 100 ml sample aliquot.  Leave ample air space in bottle for shaking (2.5 cm).  
 
E. Colilert = 35 ± 0.5 º C for 24 hours (18 hours for Colilert-18) 

  1. Certified 0.5ºC immersed thermometer on each shelf. 
  2. Temperature recorded twice/day when in use (4 hours apart).  

3. Color Standard with expiration date and stored protected from light 
(IDEXX Color Comparator insert)  

4. Rec - QuantiTray sealer be checked monthly by adding dye (e.g. 
bromcresol purple) to the water blank to look for leaks after sealing. 

 
F. For air-type incubators, w/ large load in a small incubator, samples should be 

brought to room temperature before incubation (E 5.3.1.5).  May cause false-
negatives. 
1. Colilert P/A and QuantiTray, time it takes to bring the sample to 35ºC 

within incubation time. 
3. Colilert-18 QuantiTray, room temperature (20-30ºC) before incubation. 
 

G. Duplicates - 10% of all samples for each type of water or at least once / week if 
less than 10 samples / week. 

 


