ARIZONA MELANOMA REPORTING

ARIZONA

No. 2015-1

Purpose of the Arizona Melanoma Task Force
To identify barriers and develop strategies to improve melanoma reporting by physicians in Arizona.

This report provides physicians updates to previous information on melanoma counts, Summary Stage, and compares
Arizona to the SEER Registry and the U.S.

A message from Nancy Silvis, MD (Tucson Dermatologist): 179 melanoma cases reported in 2012 in Arizona are
classified as "unknown stage" because of incomplete information on the melanoma reporting form. Areas most often
missing are regional lymph node involvement (clinical and histological), distant involvement and adjuvant treatment.
Please focus on completing these areas so that cases reported can be included in summary stage data.

Thank you for your support

UPDATE: MELANOMA SUMMARY STAGE - Figure 1: This graph revises the data provided

in the previous report (2014-2) to include new 2012 data and updates to previous years. “Early Stage”

combines persons diagnosed at /n Situ or Local Stage. “Late Stage” combines persons diagnosed at Regional
or Distant Stages.

Figure 1: Arizona Melanoma Summary Stage
by Year of Diagnosis, 2007-2012
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) provide support to the Arizona Cancer Registry
under cooperative agreement 5SU58DP003858. The contents of this report are solely the responsibility .
of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the Centers for Disease Control and Arizona
Prevention. Department Of
ARIZONA CANCER REGISTRY  (RelElnReloy V-t




TRENDS IN REPORTING

INCREASE IN MELANOMA CASES IN ARIZONA ASSOCIATED

WITH INCREASED REPORTING EFFORTS

UPDATE: THE NUMBER OF REPORTED CASES - IN SITU VS. INVASIVE

MELANOMA - Figure 2: This graph revises the data provided in the previous report (2014-2) to include
new information for the year 2012 and updates to previous years. Invasive cases accounted for 54-67% of melano-
mas reported to the Arizona Cancer Registry.! The percent of reported melanoma in situ cases rose in 2012 to 46%.

Figure 2: Arizona Melanoma In Situ vs. Invasive
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THE IMPORTANCE OF TRACKING THE PROPORTION OF IN SITU CASES

Figure 3 compares the percent of

Figure 3: Comparison of Arizona and SEER? Registry
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TRENDS IN REPORTING

INCOMPLETE MELANOMA REPORT FORMS = The Melanoma Report Form has areas

where you do not need to enter information as long as you attach a copy of the path/demographic report that has the re-
quired data items. Unfortunately, we are finding that the attached reports often do not contain all the required items. The
areas often missing are: REGIONAL LYMPH NODES, DISTANT INVOLVEMENT AT TIME OF DIAGNOSIS, TYPE OF TREATMENT
(whether there is more treatment beyond what the pathology report indicates), and FOLLOW-UP. The Regional Lymph
Node and Distant Involvement are critical because this information gives us the ability to produce AJCC TNM stage. Usually
we do not find information about clinical palpable lymph node adenopathy on a path report, this means that we cannot ap-
propriately clinically stage the melanoma for the cancer registry data. Another data item that is frequently lacking is the
race of the patient. Most often this information can be found on physician notes. We ask that this information be entered
on the Melanoma Report Form so that our staff do not have to call physician offices. The Melanoma Report Form has been
updated to highlight these areas mentioned and will be available at http://www.azdhs.gov/cancer/MelanomaForm.pdf.
Thank you for your time and effort in reporting complete information.

Figure 4: W.ith the increased reports received into the Arizona Cancer Registry, the 2011 Arizona age adjusted melanoma
incidence rate is equaling the U.S. rate. The increase in the Arizona rate likely reflects the statewide efforts of the Arizona
Melanoma Task Force to increase melanoma reporting by physicians. From 2008 to 2012 the increase in Arizona melano-

ma incidence rates rose 22 percent, which demonstrates the continued need for physicians to report all melanoma cases.

There may be a slight decline from 2011 to 2012; data are not yet available for the U.S.?

Figure 4: Comparison of Arizona and U.S.3 Age Adjusted
Invasive Melanoma Incidence Rates, 2003-2012
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Forms for melanoma reporting can be found at http://www.azdhs.gov/cancer/MelanomaForm.pdf. Any questions
about reporting can be directed to Georgia.yee@azdhs.gov at the state’s Arizona Cancer Registry.

!Arizona melanoma incidence data in this report from the Arizona Cancer Registry, retrieved February 18, 2015.

surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER) Program (www.seer.cancer.gov) SEER*Stat Database: Incidence - SEER 18 Regs Research
Data + Hurricane Katrina Impacted Louisiana Cases, Nov 2013 Sub (1973-2011 varying) - Linked To County Attributes - Total U.S., 1969-2012
Counties, National Cancer Institute, DCCPS, Surveillance Research Program, Surveillance Systems Branch, released April 2014

(updated 5/7/2014), based on the November 2013 submission.

3United States Cancer Statistics: 1999 - 2011 Incidence, WONDER Online Database. United States Department of Health and Human Services,
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and National Cancer Institute; 2014. Accessed at http://wonder.cdc.gov/cancer-v2011.html on Feb
19, 2015
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ARIZONA PHYSICIANS—2014

CASE REPORTS

RECEIVED FROM ARIZONA PHYSICIANS

The list of physicians who reported their 2014 cases may be obtained from Georgia Yee at Georgia.Yee@azdhs.gov.

CASES REPORTED FROM PHYSICIAN OFFICES - MELANOMA DX 2014

Arizona Population Areas Number of Cases
Phoenix Area 1,623
Tucson Area 557

Rest of the State 367
STATEWIDE TOTAL 2,547

Arizona

Department of
Health Services



mailto:Georgia.yee@azdhs.gov�

	Update:  Melanoma Summary Stage - Figure 1:  This graph revises the data provided in the previous report (2014-2) to include new 2012 data and updates to previous years.  “Early Stage” combines persons diagnosed at In Situ or Local Stage.  “Late Stage” combines persons diagnosed at Regional or Distant Stages.      

	Figure 3 compares the percent of in situ cases between Arizona and  SEER Registries as an indicator to measure completeness.  For some years Arizona’s percentage of

	in situ is lower than SEER2 , but since 2009 increased reporting by Arizona physicians is improving the state percentage.  

	It remains to be seen how the completeness of reporting will affect Arizona’s tracking of melanoma stage at diagnosis.  

	Update:  The  Number of Reported Cases - In Situ vs. Invasive Melanoma  - Figure 2:  This graph revises the data provided in the previous report (2014-2)  to include new information for the year 2012 and updates to previous years.  Invasive cases accounted for 54-67%  of melanomas reported to the Arizona Cancer Registry.1  The percent of reported melanoma in situ cases rose in 2012 to 46%.
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