
A V A I L A B L E  R E S O U R C E S  F O R  T H E  ‘ C O M M U N I T Y ’ .  

Cancer Prevention & Awareness in the 
Gila River Indian Community 

9th Annual Tribal Collaborative Conference November 17-19, 2015 – Flagstaff, AZ 



What to Expect: 

 About the Gila River Indian Community (GRIC) 

 Cancer Statistics for GRIC 

 Four Main Cancer Resources in GRIC 

 GRHC Cancer Case Management 

 Gila River Cancer Support Group 

 WEHC Annual Cancer Awareness Day 

 Community Health Education  

 



The Gila River Indian Community  

 A sovereign, federally recognized tribe located just 
south of Phoenix within both Maricopa and Pinal 
County. 

 GRIC land area is 583,749 sq mi and has a 
population of 11,257 with a over 29,000 enrolled 
members. It is made up of seven districts along the 
Gila River and its largest communities are Sacaton, 
Komatke, Santan, and Blackwater. 

 It was established in 1859 and formally established 
by Congress in 1939. 

 GRIC is home to the Akimel O’otham and Pee-Posh. 
 



The Gila River Indian Community 

 Current government 

 Governor Stephen Roe Lewis 

 Lt. Governor Monica Antone 

 17 Community Council Representatives that represent all 7 
districts.  



 

 

 

CANCER STATISTICS 

 

for the Gila River Indian Community 



Cancer Prevalence by Type 
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Active Patients as of 10/24/15 Brain - 1

Breast - 26

Colon/Rectum - 11

Gastro (other ) - 11

Endocrine - 6

Cervical - 5

Endometrial - 22

Ovarian - 2

Hematological - 19

Lung - 7

Prostate - 15

Renal/Liver - 35

Skin - 2

Other Cancers - 10
Total cancer cases: 172 

Data provided by GRHC Case Management 



Cancer Cases by Gender & Type 
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Data provided by GRHC Case Management 



Cancer Cases by Primary Site (Cancer origin) 
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Primary Site as of 10/24/15 

Brain - 1

Breast - 26

Colon/Rectum - 11

Gastro-Intestinal (other) - 11

Endocrine - 6

Gynecological - 29

Hematological - 19

Lung - 7

Prostate - 15

Renal /Liver - 35

Skin - 2

Other Cancers - 10

Data provided by GRHC Case Management 



Cancer Cases by Primary Site (cont’d) 
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Data provided by GRHC Case Management 



Cancer Cases by Primary Site (cont’d) 
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Hematological Breakdown 

Multiple Myeloma - 5

Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia - 2

Chronic Myelogenous Leukemia - 1

Hodgkin’s Lymphoma - 0 

Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma - 5 

Acute Myelogenous Leukemia - 1

Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia - 3

Other - 2

Data provided by GRHC Case Management 



 

 

FOUR MAIN 

CANCER 

RESOURCES  

 

within the Gila River Indian Community 



Case Management – Gila River Health Care 

 Gila River Health Care Case Management consists of 
1 Cancer Case Manager (Maria Angelica R. Bitoon).  

 Follow patients for a long as necessary from diagnosis, through 
any treatment/s chosen, and through survivorship or terminal 
illness/death. 

 Archive all patients and actively contact and follow them for a 
minimum of 5 years post cancer-free diagnosis.  

 Provide education and Q & A relating to the cancer diagnosis 
of the patient and any family members that the patient 
chooses. 

 Conduct homes visits to patients who live within GRIC if 
needed.  

 



Case Management – GRHC (cont’d) 

 Provide supportive services for the patient and their family.  

 Provide services in maintaining doctors appointments and 
provide transportation if needed.  

 Work in alliance with the Gila River Cancer Support Group. 

 Partner with numerous facilities/agencies to ensure our 
Community Members receive the best care possible. 

 

 



Gila River Cancer Support Group 

 The Gila River Cancer Support group is headed by 
Philip Mendoza and Dennis Coochyouma.  
 Was started as a grass-roots effort by cancer patients because 

of the lack of support within the Community.  

 Meet every 3rd Tuesday of the month in District 4.  

 Potluck meetings, everyone will bring a food dish to share. 

 Discuss business (upcoming events, fundraising, finances, etc.). 

 Case Management reports an updated cancer report for GRIC.  

 They host several events throughout the year inviting everyone 
especially cancer patients and their families 

 Annual Thanksgiving Event – CSG will volunteer time to cook 

 Annual Christmas Party 

 Memorial Day event – lighting of candles in remembrance 



Gila River Cancer Support Group (cont’d) 

 Fundraise by catering various events throughout the 
Community.  

 Assist families in fulfilling cancer patients requests as well as 
any needs the patients require. 

 Last year CSG sent a young cancer patient and her family to San 
Diego Zoo.  

 CSG offers assistance with utility bills when needed. 

 Provide non-medical transportation to in-town and out of town 
destinations that GRHC transportation cannot provide. 

 Emotional support is provided wherever needed (home, work, etc.) 

 Offer financial assistance for cancer patients in need.  

 



Cancer Awareness Day-Westend Health Comm. 

 The annual Cancer Awareness Day is an event that is 
developed and executed by the Gila River Westend 
Health Committee. 
 Non-profit organization, funded entirely through sponsorships (GR 

corporations, enterprises, businesses and tribal government.) 

 Hosted in each district of Gila River for convenience.  

 The event consists of an honor walk/run, keynote speakers 
specializing in cancer, speakers from the community dealing with 
cancer, and an honorary balloon release.  

 First event was hosted in 2009 in District 6 (200+) planned and 
executed in one month.  

 2015: District 2 with 412 attendees documented.  

 2016: District 3 with an expectancy of 500+ 

 

 



Cancer Awareness Day – Westend Health Comm. 



Community Health Education 

 Gila River consists of 1 Community Health Education 
Specialist (Devin M. Pablo)  under the Community 
Health Education program .  

 CHE is a health outreach program that educates on dire health 
topics including cancer education.  

 Every outlet possible for outreach is utilized to educate (i.e. 
elders meetings, community meetings, departments, 
corporations, enterprises, businesses,  service centers, etc.). 

 Outreach is conducted in every district within GRIC (i.e. 
bulletin board posting, service center posting, door to door, 
health booths, websites, intranet, GRIC Facebook page, etc.  

 



The future of Cancer Resources 

  

Together, every day we are working toward better 
resource outlets and every day we are improving the 

existing ones.  


