
ARIZONA HEALTH EQUITY CONFERENCE 
 October 29, 2015 | 8am-4:30pm 

Desert Willow Conference Center, Phoenix AZ 
 
 

This is the preliminary agenda, subject to change. Please check the website for updates: http://azdhs.gov/health-equity-conference/  
 

***The Planning Committee is aware of the many important health disparity areas that need to be highlighted. Please note 
this year’s content areas are based off of 2014 evaluation feedback, and future content areas will change over time based 

on future evaluation feedback*** 
 

Conference Day Emcee: Marion Kelly, Community & Business Relations Director, Mayo Clinic 
 
 
8:00-9:00am…………………………………………........…………………………………...…………Registration & Breakfast 
 
 
9:00-9:30am…………………………………………….…………………………….…………..…Welcome & Opening Remarks 

Arizona Department of Health Services 
Mayo Clinic 

 
9:30-10:15am…………………………..……………………………………………………Keynote Speaker, Susan Shaw, PhD 

Associate Professor, School of Anthropology, University of Arizona 
“Seeing Structure in the Differences: Thinking Anthropologically about Health Disparities” 

  
10:15-10:30am………………………………………………………...…………………………………………...……………..Break 
 
 
10:30am-11:30am…………………………….......On the Front Lines: Free Clinics & Federally Qualified Health Centers 

Access to Care Panel 
 
Access To Care 
Eric Walden, BA 
Executive Director 
Poore Medical Clinic  
 
Bridging the Healthcare Gap 
Catherine Amiot, BA 
Executive Director 
Mission of Mercy  
 
El Rio Community Health Center  
Catalina Laborin 
Outreach & Eligibility Manager 
 
Native Health  
Dennis Huff, LCSW 
Behavioral Health Director 
 
 
11:30-11:45am………………………………………………………………..…………………………......National Equity of Care  

Tomás León, MBA 
President & CEO 

Institute for Diversity in Health Management  
American Hospital Association 

 
11:45am-1:00pm…………………………….……………………………………………………………Networking Buffet Lunch 

 
1:00-1:15pm…………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………..Break 
 

http://azdhs.gov/health-equity-conference/


1:15-2:15p………….………………………………………………………..……….Afternoon Breakout 1: Choose One Track 
 
Track Moderators Title &Speakers 
Native Health  
Focused Panel  

Toni Means, 
MBA/HCM, 
Office Chief of 
Maternal and 
Child Health, 
Arizona 
Department of 
Health 
Services 

Good Health and Wellness in Indian Country 
Gwenda Gorman, BA 
Health and Human Services Director 
Inter Tribal Council of Arizona, Inc.  
 
Native American Resilience 
Lisa Jane Hardy, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Anthropology 
Center for American Indian Resilience 
Northern Arizona University 
 
Resilience and Native Health 
Agnes Attakai, MPA 
Director Health Disparities Outreach Prevention Education 
Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public Health 
University of Arizona 
 

Research-Clinical Jill Lemna, 
MBA, CCRC, 
Director of 
Research 
Operations, 
HonorHealth 

Geriatric Trauma  
Alicia Mangram, MD, FACS 
Medical Director, Trauma Services & Acute Care Surgery; Medical Director, 
SICU; Program Director, General Surgery Resident Program 
HonorHealth 
 
Alzheimer’s & Disparities amongst Native American Communities 
Nicole Lomay, BIS 
Native American Community Outreach Representative 
Banner Alzheimer’s Institute 
 
Community-Based Participatory Research (CBPR) in Action 
Wendy Wolfersteig, PhD 
Director, Evaluation and Partner Contracts,  
ASU-Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center 
 

Research-Clinical Bob England, 
MD, Director 
of the 
Maricopa 
County 
Department of 
Public Health 

Providing Culturally-Grounded Health Services for the Refugee Women 
of Phoenix: A Community Partnership Model for Integrated Care 
Jeanne Nizigiyimana, MSW, MA 
Co-founder & Program Manager, Refugee Women’s Health Clinic 
Maricopa Integrated Health System 
 
Identifying healthcare disparities and educational needs across the state  
Megan Gilbert, MSN, CPNP-AC 
Trauma Nurse Practitioner  
Phoenix Children’s Hospital  
 
Progress towards an HIV vaccine  
Bert Jacobs, PhD 
Professor and Director, School of Life Sciences  
Center for Infectious Diseases and Vaccinology 
Biodesign Institute, Arizona State University  
 

Prevention-Policy Essen Otu, 
Diversity & 
Community 
Affairs 
Director, 
Mountain 
Park Health 
Center 

Veterans’ Health 
Thomas Winkel, MA, LPC, NCC 
Director of Community Engagement  
Arizona Coalition for Military Families 
Community Paramedicine 
Melanie Mitros, PhD  
Director, Strategic Community Partnerships 
St. Luke’s Health Initiatives 
 



Aging & Disparities 
Melissa Elliott, MSW 
Vice President of Programs & Services 
Area Agency on Aging 
  

 
2:15-2:30pm…………………………………………………………………………………..…….……Afternoon Break & Snack 
 
2:30-3:30pm………………………………………………………………………….Afternoon Breakout 2: Choose One Track 
 
Track Moderators Speakers 
African American 
Focused Panel 

Toni Means, 
MBA/HCM, 
Office Chief of 
Maternal and 
Child Health, 
Arizona 
Department of 
Health Services 

The 3 Deadly Sins 
Darlene Little, EdD 
Executive Director 
Tanner Community Development Corporation 
 
Faith Opportunities Zone 
Duane Wooten, MD  
Pilgrim’s Rest 
 
Faith Opportunities Zone 
Damara Lotten, BA 
Executive Director 
FIBCO Family Services, Inc. 
Phoenix Chapter Black Nurses Association  
Vanessa Hill, RN, MS 
 

Research-Clinical  Jill Lemna, 
MBA, CCRC, 
Director of 
Research 
Operations, 
HonorHealth 

Health Literacy and Cultural Competency in Behavioral & Medical Health 
Integration 
Charlton Wilson, MD 
Chief Medical Officer 
Mercy Maricopa & Mercy Care Plan  
 
Injury Prevention: What works best? 
Erin Kuroiwa, MHI 
Manager, Injury Prevention & Community Outreach 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital 
 
Pursuing Health Equity in Community Behavioral Health 
Patricia Penn, PhD 
Director of Research and Evaluation 
La Frontera Arizona 
 

Research-Clinical 
 

Bob England, 
MD, Director of 
the Maricopa 
County 
Department of 
Public Health 

Homeless Mortality 
Sister Adele O’Sullivan, CSJ, MD 
Chief Medical Officer and Founder,  
Circle the City Respite Center 
 
Person-Centered Care at Mayo Clinic 
Kenneth Poole, MD, MBA 
Senior Associate Consultant 
Internal Medicine Physician 
Mayo Clinic 
 
Current Trends in Bariatric Surgery Research 
James Swain, MD, FACS, FASMBS 
Medical Director 
HonorHealth Bariatric Center 
 

Prevention-Policy Essen Otu, 
Diversity & 

Advancing Health Equity in Arizona 
Lloyd Asato, Executive Director 



Community 
Affairs Director, 
Mountain Park 
Health Center 

Asian Pacific Community in Action 
 
Disparities Among Children and Youth With Special Health Care Needs 
Katharine Levandowsky, BS 
Chief for the Office for Children with Special Health Care Needs 
Arizona Department of Health Services 
 
Access & Alliances: Challenging LGBTQ Health Disparities 
Jason Vail Cruz, ACPP III 
Community Prevention Lead, Community Development Coordinator 
TERROS, Inc.  
 

 
3:40-4:30pm………………………………………..……………………………………………..……………Funding Panel Q & A 
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………Closing & Thank you 
 
 
Moderator: 
 
Marisue Garganta, 
Director of Community Health 
Integration,  Community Benefit, 
Community Grants and 
Investments, 
Dignity Health – St. Joseph’s 
Hospital and Medical Center 
 

St. Luke’s Health Initiatives  
CJ Hager, MCP 
Director, Healthy Community Policies 
 
Arizona Community Foundation  
Jacky Alling, BA 
Chief Philanthropic Services Officer  
 
Virginia G. Piper Trust  
Susan M Pepin, MD 
President/CEO  
 

 


