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List of Participants 
As of 08/22/07 

 
Chairperson:  Karla Birkholz, MD  

OCSHCN Facilitator:  Beverly Plonski-Fuqua, RN   
 
 
Jean Ajamie 
Director of School Safety and Prevention 
Arizona Department of Education 
1535 West Jefferson, Bin #29 
Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
jajamie@ade.az.gov 
Phone:  602-542-8734 
Fax:  602-364-1938 
 
Chantay Lee Banikarim, MD 
350 West Thomas Road, Suite 209 
Phoenix, Arizona  85013 
romsookchantay@netscape.net 
Phone:  602-406-5199 
Fax:   
 
Rene E. Bartos, MD 
Medical Director 
Community Connection 
Phoenix Health Plan 
7878 North 16th Street, Suite 105 
Phoenix, Arizona  85020 
rbartos@abrazohealth.com 
Phone:  602-824-3808 
Fax:  602-824-3970 
 
Randal C. Christensen, MD 
General Pediatrics 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital 
601 West Augusta Avenue 
Phoenix, Arizona  85021 
rchriste@phoenixchildrens.com 
Phone:  602-546-0945 
Fax:  602-546-0240 

Oly Cowles 
Certifies Counselor    
1624 West Adams  
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
ocowles@msn.com 
Phone: 602-364-0938 
Fax: 
 
Anthony Dekker, DO 
4212 North 16th Street 
Phoenix, Arizona  85016 
anthony.dekker@pimc.ihs.gov 
Phone:  602-263-1567 
Fax:  602-263-1618 
 
Thomas Eccles  
thomas_eccles@medprodoctors.com 
 
Kim Elliott, PhD 
Administrator 
Clinical Quality Management  
Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System 
701 East Jefferson, MD 7300 
Phoenix, Arizona  85034 
kmelliott@ahcccs.state.az.us 
Phone:  602-417-4683 
Fax:  602-417-4162 
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Joyce Flieger, BSDH, MPH 
Chief, Office of Oral Health 
Public Health Prevention Services 
Arizona Department of Health Services 
1740 West Adams, Suite 205 
Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
fliegej@azdhs.gov 
Phone:  602-542-2935 
Fax: 
 
Barbara Freeman 
Executive Director 
Phoenix Birthing Project 
301 West Roosevelt Street 
Phoenix, Arizona  85003 
barbarafm@phoenixbirthingproject.org 
Phone:  602-258-6990 
Fax:  602-258-6980 
 
Susan Gerard 
Director  
Arizona Department of Health Services 
150 North 18th Avenue, Suite 500 
Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
gerards@azdhs.gov 
Phone:  602-542-1001 
Fax:  602-542-1062 
 
Patricia Graham, MD 
Maricopa Medical Center 
2601 East Roosevelt 
Phoenix, Arizona  85008 
patricia_graham@medprodoctors.com 
Phone:  602-344-5444 
Fax:  602-344-5894 
 
Laura Hahn 
Executive Vice President 
Arizona Academy of Family Physicians 
5320 North 16th Street, Suite 102 
Phoenix, Arizona  85016 
lhahn@azafp.org 
Phone:  602-274-6404 
Fax:  602-274-3631 
 
 
 
 
 

Deborah Heath, DO 
Arizona Osteopathic Center 
2211 East Highland, Suite 105 
Phoenix, Arizona  85016 
cvfour@aol.com 
Phone:  602-954-1502 
Fax:   
 
Vanessa Hill 
Project Director 
Graduate District Education for Public Health 
     Nurses  
College of Nursing 
Arizona State University 
Post Office Box 87308 
Tempe, Arizona  85287 
vanessa.hill@asu.edu 
Phone:  480-727-7817 
Fax:  480-965-6494 
 
Michelle B. Huddleston, MD 
General Pediatrics 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital 
1919 East Thomas Road 
Phoenix, Arizona  85016 
mhuddles@phoenixchildrens.com 
Phone:  602-546-0945 
Fax:  602-546-0222 
 
Marion Kelly 
Director 
Office for Community Affairs  
Mayo Clinic 
13400 East Shea Boulevard 
Scottsdale, Arizona  85259 
kelly.marion@mayo.edu 
Phone:  480-301-4102 
Fax:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ISG Adolescent Health Community Advisory Group 
8/23/2007 

3

Tom Kirsch 
Program Coordinator 
Behavioral Health Consultant 
Doctoral Student, ASU Counseling Psychology 
   Department 
Mountain Park Health Center 
635 East Baseline Road 
Phoenix, Arizona  85042 
tkirsch@mphc-az.com 
Phone:  602-323-3476 
Fax:  602-323-3349 
 
Karen Kuhfuss 
Section Manager 
Planning and Partnership 
Office of Women’s and Children’s Health 
Public Health Prevention Services 
Arizona Department of Health Services 
150 North 18th Avenue, Suite 320 
Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
kuhfusk@azdhs.gov 
Phone:  602-364-1400 
Fax:  602-364-1494   
 
Marc L. Leib, MD 
Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System 
Post Office Box 44527 
Phoenix, Arizona  85064 
marc.leib@azahcccs.gov 
Phone:  602-417-4466 
Fax:  602-252-6536 
 
Todd Lewis, MEd 
Support Coordination Program Manager 
Division of Developmental Disabilities 
Arizona Department of Economic Security 
5038 South Price Road 
Tempe, Arizona  85282 
toddlewis@azdes.gov 
Phone:  480-831-1009 ext. 2121 
Fax:  480-831-1092 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Traci Lombard, DO 
Great Destinations Pediatrics 
18555 North79th Avenue, Suite D-101 
Glendale, Arizona 85308 
doclombie@cox.net 
Phone: 623-878-2800 
Fax: 
 
Jacqueline Mahoney, MSW 
Behavioral Health Consultant 
Mountain Park Health Center 
jmahoney@mphc-az.org 
Phone: 602-323-3385 
Fax: 
 
Debbie McCune-Davis 
Arizona Association of Community Health 
     Centers 
320 East McDowell Road, Suite 225 
Phoenix, Arizona  85004 
tapi@aachc.org 
Phone:  602-253-0090 
Fax:  602-262-2654 
 
Sheila Mehlem 
Nurse Practitioner 
Glendale Union High School District 
2920 North 24th Avenue, Suite 22 
Phoenix, Arizona  85015 
smehlem@cox.net 
Phone:  623-435-6681 
Fax:   
 
Bernadette Melnyk, PhD 
Dean Foundation Professor 
College of Nursing 
Arizona State University 
Post Office Box 872602 
Tempe, Arizona  85284 
bernadette.melnyk@asu.edu 
Phone:  480-965-6431 
Fax:  480-965-6488 
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Barbara Olson 
Executive Director 
Arizona Adolescent Health Coalition 
8527 West Salter Drive 
Peoria, Arizona  85382 
barboadol@cox.net 
Phone:  623-561-8772 
Fax:  623-561-9560 
 
Anu Partap, MD 
Medical Director 
Arizona Center for Community Pediatrics 
2600 North Central Avenue, Suite 740 
Phoenix, Arizona  85004 
anu_partap@medprodoctors.com 
Phone:  602-265-6844 
Pager:  602-201-2074 
Cell:  602-750-4089 
Fax:  602-532-0139 
 
Tara Plese 
Arizona Association of Community Health    
     Centers 
320 East McDowell Road, Suite 320 
Phoenix, Arizona  85004 
tarap@aachc.org 
Phone:  602-253-0090 
Fax: 
 
Michelov Rhau, MPA 
2920 North 24th Avenue, Suite 26 
Phoenix, Arizona  85015 
mrhau@azfpc.org 
Phone:  602-258-5777 
Fax:  602-252-3708 
 
Mary E. Rimsza, MD, FAAP 
Professor, School of Health Management and  
     Policy 
Center for Health Information and Research 
Seidman Research Institute 
W.P. Carey School of Business 
Arizona State University 
ASU Main Campus, BA 318 
Post Office Box 874506 
Tempe, Arizona  85287 
mrimsza@asu.edu 
Phone:  480-965-1622 
Fax:  480-965-6654 

Patricia Roe, PhD 
Behavior Health Department 
Phoenix Indian Medical Center 
4212 North 16th Street 
Phoenix, Arizona  85016 
patricia.roe@ihs.gov 
Phone:  602-263-1200 
Fax:  602-263-1625 
 
Tressia Shaw, MD 
Kidslink, General Pediatrics 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital 
1919 East Thomas Road 
Phoenix, Arizona  85016 
tshaw@phoenixchildrens.com 
Phone:  602-546-0252 
Fax:  602-546-0222 
 
Jeanette Shea-Ramirez, MSW, LCSW 
Assistant Deputy Director 
Public Health Prevention Services 
Arizona Department of Health Services 
150 North 18th Avenue, Suite 520 
Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
shearaj@azdhs.gov 
Phone:  602-542-1223 
Fax:  602-364-3445 
 
Lisa Shumaker 
Division of Behavioral Health Services 
Arizona Department of Health Services 
150 North 18th Avenue, Suite 220 
Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
shumakl@azdhs.gov 
Phone:  602-364-4593 
Fax:   
 
Gary D. Smethers, MD 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona 
8220 North 23rd Avenue 
Phoenix, Arizona  85021 
gsmethers@phx1.bcbsaz.com 
Phone:  602-864-4541 
Fax:   
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Richard A. Wahl, MD 
University of Physicians Health Care 
Post Office Box 245073, Suite 3402 
Tucson, Arizona  85724 
rwahl@peds.arizona.edu 
Phone:  520-626-6303 
Fax:  520-626-2808 
 
Leslie Walker, MPA 
Maternal and Child Health Coordinator 
Division of Health Care Management 
Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System 
701 East Jefferson, MD-6700 
Phoenix, Arizona  85003 
Leslie.walker@azahcccs.gov 
Phone:  602-417-4381 
Fax:  602-417-4162 
 
Chairperson 
Karla Birkholz, MD 
Your Family Physician 
18700 North 64th Drive, Suite 201 
Glendale, Arizona  85308 
birkson@aol.com 
Phone:  623-561-9113 
Fax:  623-561-6148 
 
Facilitator 
Beverly Plonski-Fuqua, RN 
School Health Nurse Manager 
Office for Children with Special Health Care 
     Needs 
Public Health Prevention Services 
Arizona Department of Health Services 
150 North 18th Avenue, Suite 320 
Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
plonskib@azdhs.gov 
Phone:  602-364-1452 
Fax:  602-364-1496 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISG Project Manager 
Jill Wendt, MEd 
Executive Consultant 
Office for Children with Special Health Care 
   Needs 
Public Health Prevention Services 
Arizona Department of Health Services 
150 North 18th Avenue, Suite 330 
Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
wendtj@azdhs.gov 
Phone:  602-364-3356 
Fax:  602-542-2883 
 
 
 
 


