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Training Manager, Arizona Cancer Registry

DATE:

December 22, 2006
SUBJECT:
Updates to Sixth Edition of the AJCC Cancer Staging Manual
The American Joint Committee on Cancer (AJCC) issued updates to the sixth edition of the Cancer Staging Manual in mid-2003.  The nature of these changes was briefly addressed in a broadcast email sent to Arizona registrars at the end of July, and in the summer 2006 edition of “Cancer Registry Review.” 
Revisions are effective for cases diagnosed from 1/1/2003 forward, the same date that the Sixth edition of the Cancer Staging Manual went into effect.  The cases that will require updating include:

· All 2003 cases 

· Non-analytic cases diagnosed from 1/1/2004 forward

Registrars who continued to enter TNM staging information for analytic cases diagnosed beginning 1/1/2004 will need to examine their cases apart from the ACR’s requirements. The ACR requires only a TNM stage derived from Collaborative Staging information for analytic cases diagnosed beginning 1/1/2004.  Adjustments were made to Collaborative Staging schema prior to the 2004 implementation.
Errors related to the updates would have been picked up starting with Version 10C of the EDITS program, which was issued around May of 2004.  Therefore, registrars who have been consistently running EDITS reports should have already cleaned up their data as part of routine quality control processes.
The updates are detailed in a document titled “Sixth Edition AJCC Improvements and Changes, 7/16/2003,” which can be found on the AJCC web site at http://www.cancerstaging.org/products/ajccproducts.html#manual.  Scroll about halfway down the page and follow the link "Summary List of Clarifications to AJCC Cancer Staging Manual, 6th Edition"  to access and print the changes. 
Registrars will need to follow the steps described below in order to bring their manuals and databases into compliance with the current version of the manual.  
1.) Print the replacement pages for the manual
The replacement pages are located on the Springer publishing company web site, http://www.cancerstaging.net/.  Select the “Coding Updates & Clarifications” link on the right side of the page.  This will bring you to a list of the updated pages; click on the link to access the page.  The pages are not double-sided.  We suggest that when you place the new pages in your manual, you staple them on top of the existing page and write in the effective date of 1/1/2003 at the bottom of the new page.
2.) Updates Requiring Review, Recoding, and Resubmission of Cases

Deletions

The following sites or histologies are no longer stageable using TNM:
· Pharynx schema (page. 33) Site codes C14.0, C14.2, C14.8 
· Pancreas schema (page.162) Histology codes 8246/3 and 8154/3 
Any TNM staging information for these cases will need to be replaced with code 88 (Not applicable) for T, N, M, and Stage Group. Additionally, the “Staged By” field needs to be coded 8 (Case not eligible for staging).  
Additions
The following site codes were added to the specified schema.  Cases with these site codes need to be reviewed and information entered in the TNM fields.  

· Brain schema (page 387) C70.1 and C70.9 

· Since brain cases are not stageable using the TNM system, use codes 88 for T, N, M, and Stage Group, and code 8 for the “Staged By” field.

· Pharynx schema (page 33) C10.3
· A table listing histologies that must be added to the appropriate schema is included on pages 2 & 3 of “Sixth Edition AJCC Improvements and Changes, 7/16/2003” document. Any cases with these site/histology combinations will need to be reviewed to make sure they are assigned an appropriate TNM stage instead of 88’s. It is suggested that all “Neoplasm, malignant” cases be identified by only using the histology code 8000/3 instead of the histology code and the site code.  
Changes to T, N, M, or Stage Group Definitions
Soft Tissue (Sarcoma)

· Cases with unknown lymph node status (NX) can now be assigned a stage group, provided that N is the only staging element for which no information is available.  

· Stages I and II have been subdivided into IA, IB, IIA, and IIB.  You will need to review applicable cases in order to assign the correct substage.  

· Cases will need to be identified for review and possible restaging using the site and histology criteria specified on pages 193 and 197 of the manual and the Soft Tissue Sarcoma histologies listed in the able on page 2 of “Sixth Edition AJCC Improvements and Changes, 7/16/2003.”  
RMCDS users can review the attached document, “Sarcoma Subset Instructions RMCDS” for suggestions on how to generate a listing of relevant cases.

Retinoblastoma
The N2 code (Distant lymph node involvement) has been removed.  Distant lymph node involvement is included in the M1 category instead.  Review all N2 cases and correct them by recoding to the appropriate N category and M1.
Lip and Oral Cavity

T4 lip cases must be reviewed and categorized as T4a or T4b as appropriate.

3.) Changes to staging information will need to be submitted to the ACR 

Any updates that you make are considered critical changes and must be sent to the ACR.  Please forward these changes separately from your regular bimonthly data submissions.  Changes can be recorded on the attached form (please photocopy as necessary), or you can print the screen and highlight the specific changes.  Please submit updates to Brenda Smith or Gilbert Garcia at the ACR.  
If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at (602) 542-7592.
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