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December 28, 2006
SUBJECT:
Subsetting Suggestions for RMCDS Users
The updates to the Cancer Staging Manual require one of three types of changes to TNM staging data:

a. Deletion of sites or histologies from a schema require that any TNM staging information be replaced with codes “88” (Not Applicable) for T, N, M, and Stage Group items.

b. Conversely, addition of sites or histologies to a schema require that any cases coded “88” (Not Applicable) for their T, N, M, and Stage Group elements need to be reviewed and assigned a TNM stage.

c. The sarcoma, retinoblastoma, and lip/oral cavity schemas (in addition to the sarcoma schema) underwent changes to the T, N, M, or Stage Group definitions.  These cases need to be reviewed and restaged as appropriate.

The four basic steps involved in making updates to your data are:

a. Create a subset

b. Create a listing of cases in the subset to identify the ones that need review and/or updating

c. Correct TNM information

d. Submit changes to the ACR as critical changes

There are a number of different ways to subset out the 2003 and 2004 cases in your database that you will need to review.  This document suggests approaches for subsetting sarcoma cases and cases with the sites and histologies listed in the table on pages 2 and 3 of the document “Sixth Edition AJCC Improvements and Changes, 7/16/2003.”
Sarcoma Cases Subset for AJCC Staging Review
Step #1

Create the first subset.
a. Select “New” from the Subsets menu.

b. Leave the default option, “Master File,” under the “Input Data” item.

c. Name the output dataset- Use an intuitive name that will be easy for you to recognize.

d. Select the “Combine an Item” box.  What the combine option does is essentially insert an “or” statement between ranges of values for a selected variable.  In this case, selecting “Combine an Item” will instruct the program to select out cases meeting the criteria Primary Site codes C47.0 to C48.2 OR Primary Site C48.8 to C48.8, and so forth.
e. Enter “400” (Primary Site) in the “Item #” field.  
f. Enter the values “470” in the “Min” field and “482” in the “Max” field.  Click on the “Add Item” button.  A separate, smaller box titled “Combine Item” will appear. Click the “Add Item” button in the box.  A second box will appear with the “Item #” (the value here should be 400) and blank boxes for “Minimum” and “Maximum.”  Enter the values “488” and “488” respectively.  Click on the “Add Item” button.  Continue with this step until you have entered all of the ranges listed below.  After you have entered the last range, “388” and “388”, click “Add Item,” then click “Done.”
	Item
	Combine or Exclude
	Variable Name
	Minimum
	Maximum

	400
	Combined item #1  1)
	Primary Site
	470
	482

	400
	Combined item #1  2)
	Primary Site
	488
	488

	400
	Combined item #1  3)
	Primary Site
	490
	499

	400
	Combined item #1  4)
	Primary Site
	380
	383

	400
	Combined item #1  5)
	Primary Site
	388
	388


g. Enter “390” (Date of Diagnosis) in the Item # field.  Then, enter “01012003” in the “Minimum” box and “99992006” in the “Maximum” box.

h. Click on the “Run” button.

Step #2

Create the second subset from the first one.

The steps for creating the second subset are the same as those outlined in Step #1, with the exception of “b”; instead of selecting “Master File,” select “Subset” and enter the name of the subset you created in Step #1.  Use the criteria listed in the table below:
	Item
	Combine or Exclude
	Variable Name
	Minimum
	Maximum

	521
	Combined item #1  1)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	88003
	88003

	521
	Combined item #1  2)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	88013
	88013

	521
	Combined item #1  3)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	88043
	88043

	521
	Combined item #1  4)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	88063
	88063

	521
	Combined item #1  5)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	88103
	88103

	521
	Combined item #1  6)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	88303
	88303

	521
	Combined item #1  7)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	88323
	88323

	521
	Combined item #1  8)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	88503
	88503

	521
	Combined item #1  9)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	88513
	88513

	521
	Combined item #1 10)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	88523
	88523

	521
	Combined item #1 11)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	88543
	88543

	521
	Combined item #1 12)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	88903
	88903

	521
	Combined item #1 13)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	89003
	89003

	521
	Combined item #1 14)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	89363
	89363

	521
	Combined item #1 15)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	90403
	90403

	521
	Combined item #1 16)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	90443
	90443

	521
	Combined item #1 17)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	91503
	91503

	521
	Combined item #1 18)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	91803
	91803

	521
	Combined item #1 19)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	92203
	92203

	521
	Combined item #1 20)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	92603
	92603

	521
	Combined item #1 21)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	95403
	95403

	521
	Combined item #1 22)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	95813
	95813

	521
	Combined item #1 23)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	97433
	97433


Step #3
Create a listing report 

a. Select “Listings” from the Reports menu, then “One or Two Line” from the submenu.
b. Click on the drop-down arrow next to “Standard Variables (Format A)” in the first field in the box.  Select the “Chosen Variables”option, and then enter the name of the subset you created in step # 2.  Click “Run.” This will take you to a new screen with a list of  data items categories in the bottom window.

c. Click on the + sign beside “Stage/Prognostic Factors” in order to expand the category.  Scroll down the list until you reach the “TNM” category.  Click on the + sign next to “TNM,” and again all of the related fields will appear in a list.  Select “TNM Path” by clicking on the + sign, then select “TNM Path Stage Group (Item #910)” from the listing of data items for this category.  
d. The top portion of the window will auto-fill with the item number and label.  Click the “Add Item” button.
e. From the category “TNM Clin,” select “TNM Clin Stage Group (Item #970).”  Repeat step “d.” Enter “610” (Class of Case) in the “Item #” field.  Remember that for analytic cases (class 0, 1, and 2) AJCC staging information needs to be reviewed only for those cases diagnosed in 2003.  For cases diagnosed after 2003, you need to review the AJCC staging information for non-analytic cases.
f. Click on the “Run” button to obtain the listing.  Cases staged I or II must be reviewed in order to assign them to an A or B subcategory.
g. Correct staging information as necessary and submit critical change data forms to the ACR.
General Instructions for Creating Subsets and Listings Sites/Histologies Other Than Soft Tissue Sarcoma 
This set of instructions focuses primarily on the histology additions listed on pages 2 and 3 of the “Sixth Edition AJCC Improvements and Changes, 7/16/2003” document.  For each site and histology combination, you can create subsets using the following items:
· Primary site (Item # 400)

· Morphology (Item # 521)- Includes type and behavior code.  Please make sure to use the behavior code given for the histology; a few of the listed histologies apply only to cases with behavior codes of “/1” or “/2.”
· Date of Diagnosis (Item #390)- Subset will include cases diagnosed from 1/1/2003 forward to 99992006.
The first row in the table lists the histology “Neoplasm, malignant” (8000/3). It applies to all sites.  In this case it would be easiest to create a subset using only the Morphology (80003 Min and Max) and Date of Diagnosis (01012003 Min to 99992006 Max) fields; leave out Primary Site.

Selecting out cases with a single site code/range of codes and histology (e.g., Major Salivary Glands, Thyroid, Esophagus, etc.) can be done as follows:
Major Salivary Glands

	Item
	Combine or Exclude
	Variable Name
	Minimum
	Maximum

	400
	
	Site
	079
	089

	521
	
	Histology ICD-O-3
	80713
	80713

	390
	
	Date of Diagnosis
	01012003
	99992006


1.)  Creating  Subsets Using Combine an Item

To create a subset for a site and/or histology with non-continuous codes, you will need to use the “Combine an Item” feature.  The instructions detailed below in steps “a” through “g” use the Nasal & Sinuses schema as an example.  “Combine an Item” is used for this schema because the site codes, C30.0, C31.0 and C31.1, are not contiguous in ICD-O.  Conversely, other sites may have contiguous site codes but non-contiguous histology codes.  In that case, use data item #521 instead of item #400 in step “b” and item #400 instead of #521 in step “d.” Subsetting grids for the other sites/histologies that require you to use “Combine an Item” are also included.  These are all on pages 2 and 3 of the “Improvements and Changes” document with the exception of the deleted pancreas histologies described on page 1 of the document.
a.   Choose “New” from the “Subsets” menu.

b. The “Create a Subset” screen will appear.  Check off “Combine an Item.”

c. Enter “400” (Primary Site) in the “Item #” box.  Alternatively, you can search for an item by name by using the Search button to the right of the box.

d. Enter “300” in the “Minimum” and “Maximum” boxes. Click “Add Item.” A smaller screen, “Combine an Item” will appear.  Since you have already entered the first range of site codes, click on the “Add Item” button.  The same screen will appear, only with blank “Minimum” and “Maximum” boxes.  Next, enter the codes “310” and “311” for “Minimum” and “Maximum,” respectively.  Click “Add Item,” then “Done.”  That these items were combined will be indicated in the “Combine or Exclude” field in the grid.  If “310” and “311” were not contiguous, then you would need to specify each non-continuous code in the “Minimum” and “Maximum” boxes.
e. Enter “521” (Histology ICD-O-3) in the “Item #” box.  There is only one histology code that was added to this schema, so enter “95223” in the “Minimum” and “Maximum” fields.  Then click “Add Item.”

f. Enter “390” (Date of Diagnosis) in the “Item #” box.  The “Minimum” date should be “01012003” and the “Maximum” date should be “99992006.”  
g. Enter a name for the subset you just created in the “Output Subset” box.  Click “Run.”

The grid for steps “a” through “g” should look like this:

	Item
	Combine or Exclude
	Variable Name
	Minimum
	Maximum

	400
	Combined item #1  1)
	Primary Site
	300
	300

	400
	Combined item #1  2)
	Primary Site
	310
	311

	521
	
	Histology ICD-O-3
	95223
	95223

	390
	
	Date of Diagnosis
	01012003
	99992006


Subsetting criteria for the other schemas that require use of “Combine an Item” are illustrated below:
Extrahepatic Bile Ducts

	Item
	Combine or Exclude
	Variable Name
	Minimum
	Maximum

	400
	Combined item #1  1)
	Primary Site
	240
	240

	400
	Combined item #1  2)
	Primary Site
	248
	249

	521
	
	Histology ICD-O-3
	85003
	85003

	390
	
	Date of Diagnosis
	01012003
	99992006


Ampulla of Vater

	Item
	Combine or Exclude
	Variable Name
	Minimum
	Maximum

	521
	Combined item #1  1)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	82633
	82633

	521
	Combined item #1  2)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	85003
	85003

	400
	
	Primary Site
	241
	241

	390
	
	Date of Diagnosis
	01012003
	99992006


Pancreas

	Item
	Combine or Exclude
	Variable Name
	Minimum
	Maximum

	400
	Combined item #1  1)
	Primary Site
	250
	253

	400
	Combined item #1  2)
	Primary Site
	257
	259

	521
	
	Histology ICD-O-3
	85002
	85002

	390
	
	Date of Diagnosis
	01012003
	99992006


Pancreas (Deletion of Histologies)

	Item
	Combine or Exclude
	Variable Name
	Minimum
	Maximum

	400
	Combined item #1  1)
	Primary Site
	250
	253

	400
	Combined item #1  2)
	Primary Site
	257
	259

	521
	Combined item #2  1)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	82463
	82463

	521
	Combined item #2  2)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	81543
	81543

	390
	
	Date of Diagnosis
	01012003
	99992006


Breast

	Item
	Combine or Exclude
	Variable Name
	Minimum
	Maximum

	521
	Combined item #1  1)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	81403
	81403

	521
	Combined item #1  2)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	85033
	85033

	521
	Combined item #1  3)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	85223
	85223

	400
	
	Primary Site
	500
	509

	390
	
	Date of Diagnosis
	01012003
	99992006


Vulva
	Item
	Combine or Exclude
	Variable Name
	Minimum
	Maximum

	521
	Combined item #1  1)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	80102
	80102

	521
	Combined item #1  2)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	80713
	80713

	521
	Combined item #1  3)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	80763
	80763

	400
	
	Primary Site
	510
	519

	390
	
	Date of Diagnosis
	01012003
	99992006


Cervix Uteri
	Item
	Combine or Exclude
	Variable Name
	Minimum
	Maximum

	521
	Combined item #1  1)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	80103
	80103

	521
	Combined item #1  2)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	80763
	80763

	400
	
	Primary Site
	530
	539

	390
	
	Date of Diagnosis
	01012003
	99992006


Corpus Uteri

	Item
	Combine or Exclude
	Variable Name
	Minimum
	Maximum

	521
	Combined item #1  1)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	80103
	80113

	521
	Combined item #1  2)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	89503
	89503

	400
	
	Primary Site
	540
	559

	390
	
	Date of Diagnosis
	01012003
	99992006


Ovary

	Item
	Combine or Exclude
	Variable Name
	Minimum
	Maximum

	521
	Combined item #1  1)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	80103
	80103

	521
	Combined item #1  2)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	82603
	82603

	521
	Combined item #1  3)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	84621
	84621

	400
	
	Primary Site
	569
	569

	390
	
	Date of Diagnosis
	01012003
	99992006


Fallopian Tube

	Item
	Combine or Exclude
	Variable Name
	Minimum
	Maximum

	521
	Combined item #1  1)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	80503
	80503

	521
	Combined item #1  2)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	82603
	82603

	521
	Combined item #1  3)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	89803
	89803

	400
	
	Primary Site
	579
	579

	390
	
	Date of Diagnosis
	01012003
	99992006


Penis

	Item
	Combine or Exclude
	Variable Name
	Minimum
	Maximum

	521
	Combined item #1  1)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	80713
	80713

	521
	Combined item #1  2)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	80802
	80802

	400
	
	Primary Site
	600
	609

	390
	
	Date of Diagnosis
	01012003
	99992006


Prostate

	Item
	Combine or Exclude
	Variable Name
	Minimum
	Maximum

	521
	Combined item #1  1)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	80103
	80103

	521
	Combined item #1  2)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	85503
	85503

	400
	
	Primary Site
	619
	619

	390
	
	Date of Diagnosis
	01012003
	99992006


Kidney

	Item
	Combine or Exclude
	Variable Name
	Minimum
	Maximum

	521
	Combined item #1  1)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	80103
	80103

	521
	Combined item #1  2)
	Histology ICD-O-3
	81203
	81203

	400
	
	Primary Site
	649
	649

	390
	
	Date of Diagnosis
	01012003
	99992006


2.)  Create a Listing from the Subset

The next step is to create listings from the subsets created above. A listing allows you to specify the data items you want to review for the cases in the subset you created (in this case the AJCC stage items), and also helps you identify at a glance the cases that may need updates. 
a) From the Reports menu on the main RMCDS screen, select “Listings,” then “One or Two Line.”

b) A small screen, “Listing report,” will appear.  There will be a drop-down list beside “Choose which listing report type.” Select “Chosen Variables.” Enter the name of the subset, then click the “Run” button.  A new screen, “Chosen Variable Listing,” will come up. 
c) Enter “880” (TNM Path T) in the “Item #” box. If you wish, you can change the Item label to something that makes more sense to you. Click “Add Item.” The info will appear in a grid in the middle of the screen.  
d) Enter “890” (TNM Path N) in the “Item #” box.  Click “Add Item.”

e) Enter “900” (TNM Path M) in the “Item #” box.  Click “Add Item.”

f) Enter “910” (TNM Path Stage Group) in the “Item #” box.  Click “Add Item.”
g) Enter “940” (TNM Clin T) in the “Item #” box.  Click “Add Item.”

h) Enter “950” (TNM Clin N) in the “Item #” box.  Click “Add Item.”

i) Enter “960” (TNM Clin M) in the “Item #” box.  Click “Add Item.”

j) Enter “970” (TNM Clin Stage Group) in the “Item #” box.  Click “Add Item.”

k) Enter “610” (Class of Case) in the “Item #” box.  Click “Add Item.”  Remember, class of case will come into play for cases diagnosed from 2004 forward.  All cases diagnosed in 2003 require TNM staging.  For cases diagnosed beginning 1/1/2004, information will need to be entered into the TNM fields for non-analytic cases (class of case 3-6). Analytic cases diagnosed starting 1/1/2004 use Collaborative Staging, from which TNM and Summary stages are derived.  Therefore, you will not need to review them.  
l) Click “Run.” You will be prompted to indicate whether the listing is being run for a hospital or central registry.  Select the second option (“Hospital”).  You will then be prompted to enter the three-digit ID number for your facility.

3.)   Correct TNM Staging Data 

4.)   Changes to staging information will need to be submitted to the ACR 

Any updates that you make are considered critical changes and must be sent to the ACR. Changes can be recorded on the attached form (please photocopy as necessary), or you can print the screen and highlight the specific changes.  Please submit updates to Brenda Smith or to Gilbert Garcia at the ACR.  Submit the critical changes for this project separately from the standard bimonthly submission.
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