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	INTRODUCTION 
	 
	In the 110 years since Emile Durkheim published his classic, “Suicide: A Study in Sociology”1 numerous studies have shown an association between marital status and health.  For both men and women, mortality rates were found to be lower for married than they were for unmarried individuals.2  Married adults were generally found healthier than unmarried adults, having lowest rates of acute conditions, of chronic conditions which limit social activity, and of disability for health problems.3  Married adults generally use health care services less.4   In addition, unmarried motherhood is associated with an elevated infant mortality rate,5 and children in single-parent families are more likely to have fair or poor health status compared with children in two-parent families.6      
	PURPOSE 
	METHODS AND SOURCES 
	SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

