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7. 
HOSPITAL CHARGES INCURRED BY PATIENTS WITH 
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In 2005-2007, the average length of hospital stay for Arizona inpatients was 4.4 days. The percent of patients 

hospitalized for 3 days or less increased to 62.3 percent, with only 13.2 percent of inpatients staying 8 days or 

more.  

 

The average length of stay for inpatients with motor vehicle-related injury diagnosis was 18.2 percent longer at 5.2 

days (Table 7-1). Average lengths of stay in the hospital varied by the five major victim types. Pedestrians, 

followed by motorcycle riders had the highest average length of stay (6.8 days and 5.4 days, respectively). Non-

driving occupants of motor vehicles had the shortest average stay (4.6 days). 

 

Fifty-eight percent of patients with motor vehicle-related injury diagnosis were hospitalized for 3 days or less. 

Twenty-three percent were hospitalized for 4-7 days with 19 percent of inpatients staying 8 days or more. Hospital 

stays ranged from 1 to 123 days for drivers, 1 to 118 days for pedestrians, and 1 to 57 days for pedal cyclists. 

 

Trauma- or injury-specific average lengths of stay (Figure 7-1) varied from a low of 1.4 days for inpatients with 

superficial injury diagnosis to a high of 14.4 days for inpatients who suffered burns. Drivers of motor vehicles in 

this injury group experienced the longest average length of stay of 22.1 days (Table 7-1). 

 

 

Figure 7-1 
Average Length of Stay for Inpatients with Motor Vehicle-Related Injury Diagnosis  

by Type of Injury, Arizona Residents, 2005-2007 
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In 2007 alone, total charges incurred by ER patients with motor vehicle-related injury diagnosis exceeded $150 

million ($156,230,596). The 3-year total charges for 2005-2007 exceeded $400 million ($403,741,858). The 



average charges shown in Table 7-2 and Table 7-3 were computed using the hospital discharge data for 2005-

2007. 

 
In 2005-2007, the average bill for 151,196 ER patients with motor vehicle-related injury diagnosis was $2,670 

(Table 7-2). Patients who had injury to blood vessels had the highest average ER charges ($19,956, Figure 7-2). 

Pedestrians, followed by motorcycle riders, and pedal cyclists had the highest average ER charges ($3,369, $3,297, 

and $3,201, respectively; Figure 7-3). 

Figure 7-2 
Average Charges Incurred by Emergency Room Patients with Motor Vehicle-Related Injury 

Diagnosis by Type of Injury, Arizona Residents, 2005-2007 
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Figure 7-3 

Average Charges Incurred by Emergency Room Patients with Motor Vehicle-Related Injury 
Diagnosis by Type of Injured Person, Arizona Residents, 2005-2007 
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In 2007, the total hospital bill for the 22,608 injured inpatients was more than $450 million ($452,433,771). The 

total charges for 2005-2007 exceeded one billion dollars ($1,265,746,679). The average charges shown in Table 

7-2 and Table 7-3 were computed using the hospital discharge data for 2005-2007. 

 

In 2005-2007, the average bill for the hospital inpatients with motor vehicle-related injury diagnosis was $55,989 

(Table 7-3). Inpatients who had burns had the highest average inpatients charges ($204,658, Figure 7-4). 

Pedestrians, followed by motorcycle riders, had the highest average hospital charges ($72,949 and $60,230, 

respectively; Figure 7-5). 

Figure 7-4 
Average Charges Incurred by Hospital Inpatients with Motor Vehicle-Related Injury 

Diagnosis by Type of Injury, Arizona Residents, 2005-2007 
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Figure 7-5 
Average Charges Incurred by Hospital Inpatients with Motor Vehicle-Related Injury 

Diagnosis by Type of Injured Person, Arizona Residents, 2005-2007 
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