


A certificate of occupancy is a document issued by a local government agency or building 
department certifying a building's compliance with applicable building codes and other laws, 
and indicating it to be in a condition suitable for occupancy.[1]

The procedure and requirements for the certificate vary widely from jurisdiction to jurisdiction 
and on the type of structure. In the United States, obtaining a certificate is generally required 
whenever:

-a new building is constructed
-a building built for one use is to be used for another (e.g., an industrial building 
converted for residential use)
-occupancy of a commercial or industrial building changes, or ownership of a 
commercial, industrial, or multiple-family residential building changes

The purpose of obtaining a certificate of occupancy is to prove that, according to the law, the 
house or building is in livable condition. Generally, such a certificate is necessary to be able to 
occupy the structure for everyday use, as well as to be able to sign a contract to sell the space
and close on a mortgage for the space.
A certificate of occupancy is evidence that the building complies substantially with the plans and 
specifications that have been submitted to, and approved by, the local authority. It complements 
a building permit—a document that must be filed by the applicant with the local authority before 
construction to indicate that the proposed construction will adhere to ordinances, codes, and 
laws.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Building_inspection
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regulatory_compliance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Building_code
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Habitability
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Certificate_of_occupancy#cite_note-West's,2005-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legal_instrument
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multi-family_residential
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Real_estate_contract
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Construction_permit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_ordinance




Will we accept a Temporary CofO?



It depends……..
IF the temporary CofO is issued while a project is 
being finished that doesn’t impact the health and 
safety of a patient……YES.  

Example:  If the facility is waiting on landscaping 
to finish and that is why they have a temporary 
CofO, we will accept that.  



IF the temporary CofO is issued while a project is 
being finished that does impact the health and 
safety of patient……NO.  

Example:  If the facility has working A/C in half 
of the building and is waiting on A/C in the other 
half.  



Occupiable – These are buildings or structures that are issued a Certificate of Occupancy because they are
complete and in compliance with the codes and ordinances for which the occupancy has been applied. 
These buildings or structures, or portions thereof, may or may not have a specific tenant. A Certificate of 
Occupancy may be issued for the applied-for occupancy. Additional signage and tenant improvement 
requirements may be under separate permits and separate Certificates of Occupancy.

RESOLUTION OF DEVELOPMENT ISSUES:
The following is a list of issues that, if outstanding, could prevent the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy 
until the issues are resolved to the Building Official’s satisfaction. 

This list is not inclusive:
- Finalization of all on-site permits (Fire, Site, Civil, Building)
- Completion of all off-site improvements - includes removal of and repairs to street lights and street signs
- Resolution of all project holds
- Submittal and acceptance by Water Services Department of as-built for water and sewer, including testing        
reports
- Completion and submittal of required Maricopa County Health Department forms
- Completion and submittal of required sewer certificates
- Acceptance of well/septic system

Issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy shall not be construed as an approval of a violation of the provisions 
of the code or any other ordinances of the city of Phoenix.





The State Fire Marshal would check for 
compliance with the Arizona State Fire Code, 
including fire sprinkler and alarm design. The 
State Fire Marshal may relinquish their authority 
to a local authority upon request (i.e. the cities of 
Scottsdale and Phoenix have such an agreement 
with the State Fire Marshal). 











Short video on fire inspections:
https://youtu.be/a2FtaIJBTXY

Planning and Development video:
https://youtu.be/gD3YDRD_p4w

https://youtu.be/a2FtaIJBTXY
https://youtu.be/gD3YDRD_p4w
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