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MELANOMA IN ARIZONA

Melanoma is the fourth most common cancer
diagnosis in Arizona.

94% of melanoma
cases are diagnosed

“early stage” (i.e. in situ,
localized).

Personal or family
history of skin

cancer.
Exposure to UV rays

Have lighter color
eyes and hair (i.e.

blue and green eyes,
blonde or red hair).

Increasing
age

5% of melanoma cases
are diagnosed “late

stage” (i.e. regional and
distant).

2% of melanoma cases
had unknown stage at
diagnosis information.

new invasive melanoma cases
are diagnosed, and  

2,962

RISK FACTORS * *

A l l  g r a p h s  r e p r e s e n t  i n v a s i v e  c a s e s  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  s t a g e  o f  d i a g n o s i s ,  e a r l y  s t a g e  i n c l u d e s  i n  s i t u  c a s e s .  T h e  C O V I D - 1 9
p a n d e m i c  d i s r u p t e d  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  d e l a y s  a n d  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  c a n c e r  s c r e e n i n g s  a n d  d i a g n o s e s .  T h i s  m a y  h a v e
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  n e w  c a n c e r  c a s e s  f o r  m a n y  s i t e s  i n  2 0 2 0 .  T h e  n u m b e r s  o f  n e w  c a s e s  d i a g n o s e d  i n  2 0 2 1  a r e  s t i l l  a  l i t t l e
l o w e r  t h a n  e x p e c t e d  f o r  s o m e  c a n c e r  t y p e s  b u t  h a v e  r e t u r n e d  t o  p r e - p a n d e m i c  c o u n t s  f o r  o t h e r  c a n c e r  t y p e s .  A r i z o n a  C a n c e r
R e g i s t r y  ( A C R )  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  C o o p e r a t i v e  A g r e e m e n t  N u m b e r ,  N U 5 8 D P 0 0 7 0 8 9 ,  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  C e n t e r s  f o r  D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l  a n d
P r e v e n t i o n ,  N a t i o n a l  P r o g r a m  o f  C a n c e r  R e g i s t r i e s .  I t s  c o n t e n t s  a r e  s o l e l y  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  a u t h o r s  a n d  d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  v i e w s  o f  t h e  C e n t e r s  f o r  D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l  a n d  P r e v e n t i o n  o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  H u m a n  S e r v i c e s .
S o u r c e s :  A r i z o n a  C a n c e r  R e g i s t r y ,  0 4 / 1 8 / 2 0 2 5 ;  P o p u l a t i o n  H e a l t h  a n d  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s ,  0 4 / 0 4 / 2 0 2 5 .  * U . S .  C a n c e r  S t a t i s t i c s  W o r k i n g
G r o u p .  U . S .  C a n c e r  S t a t i s t i c s  D a t a  V i s u a l i z a t i o n s  T o o l .  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  H u m a n  S e r v i c e s ,  C e n t e r s  f o r  D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l
a n d  P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  N a t i o n a l  C a n c e r  I n s t i t u t e ;  h t t p s : / / w w w . c d c . g o v / c a n c e r / d a t a v i z ,  r e l e a s e d  i n  J u n e  2 0 2 4 .  * * C e n t e r s  f o r  D i s e a s e
C o n t r o l  a n d  P r e v e n t i o n .  ( 2 0 2 4 ,  J u l y  1 ) .  S k i n  C a n c e r  R i s k  F a c t o r s  |  S k i n  C a n c e r .  C D C .  R e t r i e v e d  A p r i l  3 0 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  f r o m
h t t p s : / / w w w . c d c . g o v / s k i n - c a n c e r / r i s k - f a c t o r s / i n d e x . h t m l

SunWise Skin Cancer
Prevention Program

STAGE AT DIAGNOSIS:  2018-2022

Age-Adjusted Rate of New Cases and Deaths 
by Year per 100,000 Arizonans  

2018-2022
STATS

people die from melanoma.

212

The 5-year relative
survival for Arizonans

of all races* 93%

11th
Melanoma

is the

leading cause
of cancer death

in Arizona.

AGE- SPECIFIC RATE OF MELANOMA BY AGE GROUP, 2018-2022

White
Non-Hispanic

White
Hispanic

Black American
Indian/

Alaskan Native

Asian/
Pacific Islander

Age-Adjusted Rate of New Cases and Deaths by
Race/Ethnicity per 100,000 Arizonans  

Having many
or abnormal

moles.

A lighter
natural skin

color.

Arizona ranks among
the states with the
highest melanoma
rates in the U.S.
Detecting it early
greatly improves
treatment outcomes
and survival.

Click HERE to learn more about
how to safely have fun in the sun!

The Arizona SunWise Skin
Cancer Prevention Program
promotes sun-safe behaviors
to help decrease skin cancer
development throughout the
state.

Arizona Cancer Registry

Each year in Arizona, an average of 

Note: The percent of each stage combined may not equal 100 due to rounding.

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/dataviz
https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/sunwise/index.php
https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/sunwise/index.php

