
Medical   Examiner    -   Inputting   Pending   as   Cause   of   Death  

This   document   will   review   the   process   for   correctly  i nputting    Pending    as   the   Cause   of   Death   on   a   record  i n  
DAVE.   Remember    Pending   i s   not   an   actual   Cause   of   Death   and   the   record   will   need   to   be   amended   at   a  
later   date.   

Cause   of   Death   Page  
1. Once   in   the   record   go   to   Part   I   Line   a.   and   type   in   the   word    PENDING

a. Do   not   enter   any   variations   of   pending   i.e.:
i. Pending   Investigation
ii. Pending   COD
iii. Unknown
iv. Pending .

b. Variations   will   not   be   accepted   and   the   State   Bureau   of   Vital   Records   will   contact   your   office   to
have   the   information   updated.

2. On   the   Approximate   Interval   Onset   to   Death   Field   for   Line   A   type   in   the   word    PENDING
3. Select   Save.

a. If   you   select   Validate   Page   at   this   time   you   will   receive   a   ‘Red’   error   message.   This   is   part   of   the
normal   process   and   will   be   resolved   when   the   Certifier   page   has   been   completed.

4. Select   Next,   this   will   take   you   to   the   Other   Factors   Page.
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Other   Factors   Page  
1. Once   on   the   Other   Factors   page   complete   the   Autopsy,   Pregnancy   and   Tobacco   use   questions.

a. As   a   Medical   Examiner   the   ME   question   will   auto-fill.   If   it   has   not   auto   filled   complete   that
question   as   well.

2. From   the   Manner   of   Death   dropdown   select    Pending   Investigation
3. Select   Save.

a. If   you   select   Validate   Page   at   this   time   you   will   receive   a   ‘Red’   error   message.   This   is   part   of   the
normal   process   and   will   be   resolved   when   the   Certifier   page   has   been   completed.

4. Select   Next,   this   will   take   you   to   the   Injury   Page.

Certifying   the   Record  
1. The   Injury   page   does   not   need   to   be   completed   at   this   time   -   it   is   advised   that   any   available   information

is   input.
2. Select   Next,   this   will   take   you   to   the   Certifier   Page.
3. Select   the   appropriate   Certifier   Type   from   the   drop   down.

4. Select   the   Save/Validate   Page   button.

5. The   record   will   update   and   the   status   bar   will   show   that   the   record   is   Certified   and   Cause   of   Death   is
Pending.

Dependent   on   the   scenario   the   funeral   home   or   medical   examiner   will   complete   the   Personal   Information  
pages   and   the   record   will   register   with   a   Pending   Cause   of   Death.   
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